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Psalm 8Psalm 8Psalm 8Psalm 8    
1  

O Lord our governor,  

  how glorious is your name in all the world! 
2
  Your majesty above the heavens is praised  

  out of the mouths of babes at the breast. 
3
  You have founded a stronghold against your foes, 

  that you might still the enemy and the avenger. 
4  

When I consider your heavens,  

  the work of your fingers,  

  the moon and the stars that you have ordained, 
5  

What is man, that you should be mindful of him;  

  the son of man, that you should seek him out? 
6  

You have made him little lower than the angels  

  and crown him with glory and honour. 
7  

You have given him dominion over the works of  

  your hands: and put all things under his feet, 
8  

All sheep and oxen,  

  even the wild beasts of the field, 
9  

The birds of the air, the fish of the sea  

  and whatsoever moves in the paths of the sea. 
10  

O Lord our governor,  

  how glorious is your name in all the world! 

    

Isaiah 40Isaiah 40Isaiah 40Isaiah 40.  .  .  .  12121212----17, 27 17, 27 17, 27 17, 27 ----end end end end     
12

 Who has measured the waters in the hollow of his hand 

and marked off the heavens with a span, enclosed the dust 

of the earth in a measure, and weighed the mountains 

in scales and the hills in a balance?  
13

 Who has directed 

the spirit of the LORD, or as his counsellor has instructed 

him?  
14

 Whom did he consult for his enlightenment, and 

who taught him the path of justice?  Who taught him 

knowledge, and showed him the way of understanding?  
15

 

Even the nations are like a drop from a bucket, and are 

accounted as dust on the scales; see, he takes up the isles 

like fine dust.  
16

 Lebanon would not provide fuel enough, 

nor are its animals enough for a burnt-offering.  
17

 All the 

nations are as nothing before him; they are accounted by 

him as less than nothing and emptiness.  
27

 Why do you 

say, O Jacob, and speak, O Israel, ‘My way is hidden from 

the LORD, and my right is disregarded by my God’?  
28

 Have 

you not known? Have you not heard?  The LORD is the 

everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth.  He 

does not faint or grow weary; his understanding is 

unsearchable.  
29

 He gives power to the faint, and 

strengthens the powerless.  
30

 Even youths will faint and 

be weary, and the young will fall exhausted; 
31

 but those 

who wait for the LORD shall renew their strength, they shall 

mount up with wings like eagles, they shall run and not be 

weary, they shall walk and not be faint. 

    

Corinthians 13Corinthians 13Corinthians 13Corinthians 13.  .  .  .  11 to end 11 to end 11 to end 11 to end     

Finally, brothers and sisters, farewell.  Put things in 

order, listen to my appeal, agree with one another, live 

in peace; and the God of love and peace will be with 

you.  
12 

Greet one another with a holy kiss.  All the saints 

greet you.  
13

 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love 

of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with all 

of you. 

 
 

    

Matthew 28Matthew 28Matthew 28Matthew 28.  .  .  .  16161616----20 20 20 20     

The Commissioning of the DisciplesThe Commissioning of the DisciplesThe Commissioning of the DisciplesThe Commissioning of the Disciples  
16 

Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the 

mountain to which Jesus had directed them.  
17 

When they 

saw him, they worshipped him; but some doubted.  
18

 And 

Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and 

on earth has been given to me.  
19 

Go therefore and make 

disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
20 

and teaching 

them to obey everything that I have commanded you.  And 

remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”  

    

 

Reflection 

Revd David Jackson 

Today marks the resumption of what in the church calendar is known as Ordinary Time.  Technically, that means it 

isn’t Advent or Christmas, or Lent or Easter…it’s just, well, …ordinary… 

I have always thought it a bit odd to have ordinary time in a church which surely, if nothing else, seeks to proclaim 

something that is quite extraordinary….that God became a human being, came to earth, taught us some amazing 

things, died for us and continues to live in us through the energy and love of the Holy Spirit.   

There you are, I’ve done Trinity…Carol, we can go straight to the coffee meeting, please!… …but that would be all be 

altogether too ordinary… 
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There is an eternal truth about the circle of relationship and love which the 

church holds in the doctrine of the Trinity.  You can see it in this icon, the 

faces of the three figures all connected in a circle, the look of deep intimacy in 

their eyes, the shared bowl of food, the circle remaining open at the front, 

inclusive, welcoming all people, as they are.  Black, white; young, old; poor, 

rich; female, male; gay, straight and so on, ALL are included.  And the man-

made world represented in the building on the left and the natural world in 

the olive tree close to the centre. 

I can’t help thinking that not only are they not socially distancing but they are 

also sharing crockery! tut, tut! 

As I reflected on this icon, I wondered about our experience meeting for 

worship on Zoom.  Has it occurred to you how different it is from usual and 

not in the most obvious ways.   

The most striking thing for me is that instead of seeing the backs of people’s 

heads, we now see everyone face to face.  What an amazing thing that is; also we are worshipping regularly together 

as a benefice in a way in which we rarely did before.  So many riches discovered in this time.  So many possibilities 

for the future. 

I wonder what the Trinity might have to say to us in this time of pandemic.  It is becoming clearer to us every day 

that church as we have known it is very unlikely to happen soon and maybe not until next year, so what we are 

experiencing this morning is probably what we have got for the time being. 

I have been full of admiration for many of this congregation who, probably nervous and unfamiliar with the 

technology, have shown real courage, and, I dare to say, love, to make sure that they can continue to play a part in 

this community of faith.  To sit virtually around the table, as the three figures in the icon do.  There is something 

eternal and timeless about the Trinity, it endures, it loves, it serves, it includes.  In today’s reading we heard “I am 

with always, even to the end of the age”; there is something everlasting about the Trinity and there is something of 

the eternal or at least ‘long-haul’ about the situation we now face. 

So Zoom is what we’ve got for now, and though we long for more contact, we find in this way of meeting new riches.  

And in passing, if you know any people in our congregations who are having trouble using this technology, I will be 

happy to privately talk them through it, just let me know. 

At the end of the day the Holy Trinity is not a theological construct (it is not even a mystery, for that would let us off 

too lightly!).  The Trinity is an action, the action of God in our lives, in our world, throughout all time – an action 

which leads us from the fear and the anxiety of our present troubles – to look up and out and to glimpse a beauty 

and a truth beyond- when our lives, our community, our vision become the expression of God himself.  Joining in this 

circle of love. 

The Jesuit Priest/poet Gerard Manley Hopkins, in one of his extraordinary poems, goes on and on in a 

characteristically melancholic and dark way about life and death but ends the poem with these words: 

 

‘Enough! the Resurrection,  

A heart's-clarion! Away grief's gasping, | joyless days, dejection. 

Across my foundering deck shone  

A beacon, an eternal beam.  | Flesh fade, and mortal trash  

Fall to the residuary worm; | world's wildfire, leave but ash:   

In a flash, at a trumpet crash,  

I am all at once what Christ is, | since he was what I am, and  

This Jack, joke, poor potsherd, | patch, matchwood, immortal diamond,   

Is immortal diamond.’  
‘That Nature is a Heraclitean Fire and  

of the comfort of the Resurrection' 

Gerard Manley Hopkins 
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That’s what we are called to be, to be transformed by God’s power and by the inclusive circle of love which is the 

Holy Trinity, from coal to diamond, transformed into diamond, Immortal diamond.  And when that happens, we will 

make of this old world, a new world. 

 

Amen. 

 

 
Collect for Trinity Sunday  

Holy God, faithful and unchanging: enlarge our minds with the knowledge of your truth, and draw us more deeply into 

the mystery of your love, that we may truly worship you, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 

 

Prayers 

 

In this extraordinary time where we are missing out on so much, help us to find the things that matter most and seek 

beauty in small things every day.  We thank you for the unending beauty of nature all around us, reminding us of the 

continuity of the eternal, the circle of love 

 Father Son and Holy Spirit  help us find Your love 

 

We pray for those who have taken taken the brunt of this pandemic, for those who are ill, for those recovering and 

for those who are caring for them.  We give thanks for our own health and the things we have that sustain us and we 

pray for the sick known to us, and for those who have lost loved ones. 

 Father Son and Holy Spirit  help us find Your love 

 

We give thanks for those who serve our needs in obvious and less obvious ways and on whose service we depend.  

We pray for those who work for low pay in service roles who are easily overlooked.  We pray that we may not 

overlook them. 

 Father Son and Holy Spirit  help us find Your love 

 

We pray for those who are suffering in other ways, with worries about money, job security and uncertain what the 

future will hold in whatever way.  We pray for those whose mental health is affected, triggered by isolation, change 

and living in a frightening world.  May they find peace and balm for their souls. 

 Father Son and Holy Spirit  help us find Your love 

 

We pray for the situation in the USA where inequality and injustice has been exposed and anger and disaffection has 

erupted.  We long for a world where justice is done and there is no bad treatment but all are included and treated 

with love and respect. 

 Father Son and Holy Spirit  help us find Your love 

 

We pray for our leaders and for good governance.  May those in authority be supported to find paths of integrity in 

seeking good for their citizens.  May they be true to their calling and find right paths in complex situations. 

 Father Son and Holy Spirit  help us find Your love 

 

May the long arm of the Trinity and the circle of everlasting love be ours.  May the all-powerful steadfast love of the 

creator Father uphold us, the inspiration of the Son lead, save and guide us and the joy and life of the sanctifying 

spirit sustain us each and every day.  As we see each other’s faces in new ways to connect and with one another may 

we see the signs of you even in these troubled times. 

 Father Son and Holy Spirit  help us find Your love 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 


