
13 September 2020, 14th Sunday after Trinity 

 

Readings 

 

Romans 14. 1-12 

1 Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for 

the purpose of quarrelling over opinions. 2 Some 

believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only 

vegetables. 3 Those who eat must not despise those 

who abstain, and those who abstain must not pass 

judgement on those who eat; for God has welcomed 

them. 4 Who are you to pass judgement on servants 

of another? It is before their own lord that they 

stand or fall. And they will be upheld, for the Lord is 

able to make them stand. 

5 Some judge one day to be better than another, 

while others judge all days to be alike. Let all be fully 

convinced in their own minds. 6 Those who observe 

the day, observe it in honour of the Lord. Also those 

who eat, eat in honour of the Lord, since they give 

thanks to God; while those who abstain, abstain in 

honour of the Lord and give thanks to God. 

7 We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to 

ourselves. 8 If we live, we live to the Lord, and if we 

die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or 

whether we die, we are the Lord’s. 9 For to this end 

Christ died and lived again, so that he might be Lord 

of both the dead and the living. 

10 Why do you pass judgement on your brother or 

sister? Or you, why do you despise your brother or 

sister? For we will all stand before the judgement 

seat of God.  11 For it is written, ‘As I live, says the 

Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue 

shall give praise to God.’ 

12 So then, each of us will be accountable to God. 

 

Matthew 18. 21-35 

21 Then Peter came and said to him, ‘Lord, if 

another member of the church sins against me, 

how often should I forgive? As many as seven 

times?’  22 Jesus said to him, ‘Not seven times, 

but, I tell you, seventy-seven times. 

23 ‘For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be 

compared to a king who wished to settle 

accounts with his slaves. 24 When he began the 

reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand 

talents was brought to him; 25 and, as he could 

not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, together 

with his wife and children and all his possessions, 

and payment to be made. 26 So the slave fell on 

his knees before him, saying, “Have patience with 

me, and I will pay you everything.” 27 And out of 

pity for him, the lord of that slave released him 

and forgave him the debt.  

28 But that same slave, as he went out, came 

upon one of his fellow-slaves who owed him a 

hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat, 

he said, “Pay what you owe.” 29 Then his fellow-

slave fell down and pleaded with him, “Have 

patience with me, and I will pay you.” 30 But he 

refused; then he went and threw him into prison 

until he should pay the debt.  

31 When his fellow-slaves saw what had 

happened, they were greatly distressed, and they 

went and reported to their lord all that had taken 

place.  

32 Then his lord summoned him and said to him, 

“You wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt 

because you pleaded with me. 33 Should you not 

have had mercy on your fellow-slave, as I had 

mercy on you?”  34 And in anger his lord handed 

him over to be tortured until he should pay his 

entire debt.  

35 So my heavenly Father will also do to every one 

of you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister 

from your heart.’ 

 



13 September 2020, 14th Sunday after Trinity 

 

Reflection 

 

Forgiving others is a command, NOT a request. 

 

Is there any one here who has never done or thought, anything wrong???  If so raise your hand and wave…  

Wow!!  No waving hands. 

 

Some people think that it is only children who do things wrong, but it does NOT stop when we grow up!  We have 

to learn to deal with our own misbehaviour as well as other people’s. 

 

In the Romans passage we heard read to us, we find Paul dealing with the problem of judgementalism.  Different 

groups of Christians were judging each other in the ‘holiness stakes’, assuming that their way of looking at things 

was the correct and only way ….. e.g. eating habits, special days, etc.   

 

Paul tells his readers not to despise those who differ in opinion on those matters, for the only thing that matters 

is the centrality of their faith –“For Christ died and rose to life in order to be the Lord of the living and of the 

dead” [ch 14 v 9].   

 

In Matthew 18, it is impetuous Peter who asks the question about forgiveness and then answers it himself…  7 

times?  How self-righteous he sounds!  But Jesus’ answer shocks & surprises him.   No, ”but 70 times 7”! 

 

Then Jesus tells the parable of the unforgiving slave and we are twirled around and looking at the issue of 

forgiveness in a different way.  He asks us to place ourselves in the position of the one receiving forgiveness, not 

giving it, and we get a glimpse of the tremendous grace God offers to all who sin. 

 

How do we put the teaching into practice? 

 

Let us all put ourselves in the shoes/sandals of Peter!  What if someone did 7 things to you when you felt hurt, 

angry, sad, or upset?  e.g. being let down, use of bad language to us, being the victim of theft, being made to look 

silly, being ignored, being put upon, lies told about you, being the centre of gossip, etc  

 

You forgave them each time and felt rather generous about it. 

 

But Jesus says that this is not nearly enough.  You have to keep on forgiving.  He challenges us to consider the 

actions of the slave who was forgiven a huge amount (greater than £3 million) and yet refused to forgive a small 

amount (about £8). 

 

We are that fortunate slave.  We are the ones who are offered and receive God’s loving forgiveness over and over 

again, so why do we often withhold our forgiveness to others? 

 

Let’s remember God’s unbounded generosity to us when we are reluctant to forgive someone, and so neglect to 

pass on that same loving forgiveness – time after time…. 

 

Amen. 

 

 

  



13 September 2020, 14th Sunday after Trinity 

 

Prayers of intercession 

 

In our need and weakness, let us come to Almighty 

God  in the knowledge of the saving power of His 

son, Jesus, our Saviour, and bring to him our 

concerns for the Church and the world. 

 

Thank you Father for your love for us and all 

mankind: a love that forgives over and over and still 

entrusts us with the work of your Kingdom.  Help us 

to minister to the needs of others with sensitivity, so 

that they may be encouraged. 

Lord lead us Lord graciously lead us 

 

Lord we are united around the world with the Covid 

19 infection. There is complexity in the different 

peoples and yet all with the same fear.  Bless our 

leaders that their gifts in government be used 

wisely. 

Lord lead us Lord graciously lead us 

 

Thank you, Lord for your forgiveness and the 

opportunities we have each day for forgiving those 

who hurt, ignore and wound us.  Crash through our 

self-righteous attitudes and lead us in the path of 

humility that Jesus himself trod. 

Lord lead us Lord graciously lead us 

 

Lord be with those who care for the sick; family, 

nurses, carers, friends. Sometimes it means being on 

the receiving end of anger, frustration, abuse.  Give 

us all a forgiving and understanding spirit.  We pray 

for healing in body and spirit, for those in need 

Lord lead us Lord graciously lead us 

 

Thank you Lord for those who have taught us so 

much in their living and dying.  We think especially 

of those we know who are missing a loved one. 

Lord lead us Lord graciously lead us 

 

Thank you, Lord, for disturbing our complacency and 

challenging us to move forward with you. 

 

Merciful Father, 

Accept our prayers, for the sake of your Son, our 

Saviour Jesus Christ.  AMEN 

 

Our Father…. 


