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Readings 
 

Acts 1.4-14 
4 

While staying with them, he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem, 

but to wait there for the promise of the Father. ‘This’, he said, ‘is 

what you have heard from me; 
5 

for John baptized with water, but 

you will be baptized with
 
 the Holy Spirit not many days from now.’  

6 
So when they had come together, they asked him, ‘Lord, is this 

the time when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?’ 
7 

He replied, 

‘It is not for you to know the times or periods that the Father has 

set by his own authority. 
8 

But you will receive power when the 

Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in 

Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.’ 
9 

When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, 

and a cloud took him out of their sight. 
10 

While he was going and 

they were gazing up towards heaven, suddenly two men in white 

robes stood by them. 
11 

They said, ‘Men of Galilee, why do you 

stand looking up towards heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken 

up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw 

him go into heaven.’  
12

 Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, 

which is near Jerusalem, a Sabbath day’s journey away. 
13 

When 

they had entered the city, they went to the room upstairs where 

they were staying, Peter, and John, and James, and Andrew, Philip 

and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, 

and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. 
14 

All these were 

constantly devoting themselves to prayer, together with certain 

women, including Mary the mother of Jesus, as well as his 

brothers. 

John 17.1-11 

17 After Jesus had spoken these words, he looked up to 

heaven and said, ‘Father, the hour has come; glorify your 

Son so that the Son may glorify you, 
2 

since you have given 

him authority over all people to give eternal life to all 

whom you have given him. 
3 

And this is eternal life, that 

they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ 

whom you have sent. 
4 

I glorified you on earth by finishing 

the work that you gave me to do. 
5 

So now, Father, glorify 

me in your own presence with the glory that I had in your 

presence before the world existed.  
6 

‘I have made your name known to those whom you gave 

me from the world. They were yours, and you gave them 

to me, and they have kept your word. 
7 

Now they know 

that everything you have given me is from you; 
8 

for the 

words that you gave to me I have given to them, and they 

have received them and know in truth that I came from 

you; and they have believed that you sent me. 
9 

I am 

asking on their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the 

world, but on behalf of those whom you gave me, 

because they are yours. 
10 

All mine are yours, and yours 

are mine; and I have been glorified in them. 
11 

And now I 

am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I 

am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your 

name that you have given me, so that they may be one, as 

we are one.  

 

 

 

Reflection 
 

My mother used to tell us:  Patience is a virtue, possess it if you can, it’s seldom found in woman and never in … 

… I won’t complete that sentence because it would be very un-p.c. and I could be in big trouble if I do! 

 

Patience is a virtue though – in all its various forms.  There’s the kind of patience which helps us wait, in the same way we teach 

children to be patient when they think Christmas is taking too long to arrive.  There’s the kind of patience needed to see a long-term 

project through from start to finish; or the type needed to keep our counsel when someone rubs us up the wrong way; sometimes 

we ask for patience to help us through a period of illness or recovery from injury; 

 

As a result of lockdown, we’re all acutely aware of the need to be patient, until life returns to normal, or at least a new normal.  

Meanwhile we wait for the day when there is the freedom to see family and friends again, in their homes and more than one at a 

time; to take holidays, get married, return to work, and for shops re-open.  The vast majority of people are being really patient, and 

all credit to them.  Yes, patience is a virtue. 

 

In the Bible, there are plenty of occasions when God’s people waited patiently, and others where patience was in short supply.  

Think of the people of Israel, in slavery in Egypt.  They had a long wait for freedom before reaching and settling in the Promised 

Land.  Later, their descendants who been carried off into exile had another long wait before they could return home to rebuild their 

temple and their nation. 

 

At the time of Jesus’ earthly ministry, there was immense frustration among his people. They had lost their freedom and wanted it 

back, and the patience of many was running out.  They lived in their own land, but had experienced generations of rule by foreign 

powers – Assyrians, Persians, Greeks, and at the time of Christ, the country was under Roman occupation. 

 

The people were convinced that the cycle would be broken with the arrival of the promised Messiah.  He was the one who would 

bring liberation, and it couldn’t come soon enough. 

 

The disciples had grown up in that same tradition.  At the time of the ascension, when Jesus told them he wanted them to return to 

Jerusalem and wait for the promise of the Father.  They responded with the question:  Lord, is this the time when you will restore 
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the kingdom to Israel?  There was still the expectation that their Messiah would do this.  But restoring that kingdom was not the 

promise of the Father for which he asked them to wait.  Jesus was speaking of the gift of the Holy Spirit which would come at 

Pentecost. 

 

At the heart of what Jesus asked his disciples to do, was this word “wait.”  As they waited, we’re told they devoted themselves to 

prayer.  This implies more than a few prayers now and again, but all day, every day, doing little else but pray. 

 

I wonder what that prayer was like?  Full of wonder and joy at all they had witnessed and come to believe?  Asking for direction now 

the physical Jesus had left them?  Prayers for wisdom or of thanksgiving?  Or maybe they spent time just waiting on God, listening, 

in an attitude of prayer – and with patience? 

 

Right now, we are in the ten days between the feasts of Ascension and Pentecost, which means we are once again invited to join in 

with the global wave of prayer called:  Thy Kingdom Come.  This calls for Christians across denominations and throughout the world 

to do as the disciples did and spend these days, waiting in prayer. 

  

Last year you may remember some extra events during the time of Thy Kingdom Come.  Perhaps you came to our Ascension Day 

worship followed by a walk and tea, or placed a prayer on one of the two prayer trees we had, or spent time in the peaceful 

surroundings of Ledwell’s open gardens, or sung yourself hoarse at the afternoon of hymns, tea and cake which rounded it all off? 

 

Inevitably, 2020 is rather different but the invitation to pray remains the same, and to wait patiently and prayerfully in the presence 

of God as Pentecost approaches.  I hope it will be a time of blessing to every one of us.  To the church, the world, and all those 

whom we hold in our thoughts as we pray.  Amen.  

 

 

Prayers 
 

We join our prayers with those of our Saviour Christ,  

seeking the Father’s blessing 

and the gifts of the Spirit. 

 

Risen, ascended, glorified Lord, 

we ask you to rule in our hearts, 

and the hearts of all people of faith. 

Be at the centre of your church 

as we wait on you during these days of prayer 

between Ascension and Pentecost. 

 

Make us open to your Spirit; 

and guide the church’s mission and ministry 

as current circumstances cause us to reimagine  

new ways of meeting, worshipping and reaching out 

together. 
 

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Exalted Lord, reigning in glory, 

we pray for those who lead the nations today. 

May they strive for justice, reconciliation and peace 

in all they do and say. 

We hold our own leaders before you at this time of crisis, 

asking that they look to you for wisdom. 

We also pray for all who lead locally  

thanking you for their commitment to the communities  

they serve. 
 

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

God our Redeemer,  

whose Son ever lives to make intercession for us: 

we pray for all in any kind of need. 

 

For everyone who is anxious or isolated, 

For everyone suffering with COVID-19 

and your protection for all who care for them; 

for those who have lost or fear losing their livelihoods, 

their homes or their loved ones. 

Be their hope and their strength we pray. 
 

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Lord Jesus Christ, reach out your healing hand 

and touch those who are living with illness. 

We pray, in a moment of silence, for all known to us who would 

value our prayers at this time. 

May the presence of Christ bring them wholeness and health. 
 

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Loving Lord we bring before you all known to us who have died 

recently.  May they rest in your peace. 

We remember too their families and friends and all who mourn, 

asking that they feel you reaching out to them with compassion at 

this time of loss. 
 

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Lord, give us patience as we wait on you, 

knowing that your knowledge of us, 

and your love for us is complete and unchanging. 

Give us ears to listen to what you are saying to us, 

and trust in your promises to hear and answer prayer.  

 

 

We draw our prayers to a close by saying the Lord’s Prayer together. 

Our Father, who art in heaven … 

 
 

 

 


