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Readings 

 

Philippians 2.  1-13 

2 If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any 

consolation from love, any sharing in the Spirit, any 

compassion and sympathy, 2 make my joy complete: be 

of the same mind, having the same love, being in full 

accord and of one mind.  3 Do nothing from selfish 

ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as 

better than yourselves.  4 Let each of you look not to 

your own interests, but to the interests of others.  5 Let 

the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 
6 who, though he was in the form of God, did not regard 

equality with God as something to be exploited, 7 but 

emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born 

in human likeness.  And being found in human form, 
8 he humbled himself and became obedient to the point 

of death – even death on a cross. 

9 Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him 

the name that is above every name, 10 so that at the 

name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and 

on earth and under the earth, 11 and every tongue 

should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of 

God the Father. 

12 Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always 

obeyed me, not only in my presence, but much more 

now in my absence, work out your own salvation with 

fear and trembling; 13 for it is God who is at work in you, 

enabling you both to will and to work for his good 

pleasure. 

 

Matthew 21.  23-32 

23 When he entered the temple, the chief priests and 

the elders of the people came to him as he was 

teaching, and said, ‘By what authority are you doing 

these things, and who gave you this authority?’ 24 Jesus 

said to them, ‘I will also ask you one question; if you tell 

me the answer, then I will also tell you by what 

authority I do these things.  25 Did the baptism of John 

come from heaven, or was it of human origin?’ And 

they argued with one another, ‘If we say, “From 

heaven”, he will say to us, “Why then did you not 

believe him?” 26 But if we say, “Of human origin”, we 

are afraid of the crowd; for all regard John as a 

prophet.’ 27 So they answered Jesus, ‘We do not know.’ 

And he said to them, ‘Neither will I tell you by what 

authority I am doing these things. 

28 ‘What do you think?  A man had two sons; he went to 

the first and said, “Son, go and work in the vineyard 

today.” 29 He answered, “I will not”; but later he 

changed his mind and went.  30 The father went to the 

second and said the same; and he answered, “I go, sir”; 

but he did not go.  31 Which of the two did the will of his 

father?’ They said, ‘The first.’ Jesus said to them, ‘Truly I 

tell you, the tax-collectors and the prostitutes are going 

into the kingdom of God ahead of you.  32 For John came 

to you in the way of righteousness and you did not 

believe him, but the tax-collectors and the prostitutes 

believed him; and even after you saw it, you did not 

change your minds and believe him. 

 

 

 

Reflection 

 

Since moving here, we’ve hardly had anyone knock at the door selling double glazing, Kleeneze or frozen fish.  We used 

to get quite a few such callers where we lived before. 

 

Those encounters would always start in the same way:  “Hellooo!!  And how are you today?” (as if we were the best of 

friends), ID badge held out prominently for checking.  Not that anyone can object to seeing ID - it’s an essential nowadays, 

because we want to know that a person is legit. 

 

Some time back, a clergyman named John Pridmore wrote a reflection on today’s gospel reading, which made me think 

of the small army of people who walk around with ID badges.  He gave his reflection the most intriguing title: 

 

“The gasman, the bishop and the Christ of God”. 
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Here are some paragraphs taken straight from the reflection, where he writes: 

 

“The gasman calls.  From around his neck there dangles a laminated card confirming his authority to read your 

meter.  The bishop emerges from the vestry.  He is wearing a mitre, the sign of his authority to conduct the service 

about to start. 

 

The gasman’s authority and the bishop’s have been conferred on them by others.  They may or may not be in 

themselves authoritative figures.  The gasman may be a coward and the bishop a wimp, but the former is no less 

entitled to inspect the dials under your stairs, nor the latter to confirm you. 

 

The senior clergy we meet in today’s passage from Matthew question Jesus’ authority.  They are not asking about 

his character.  They want to be sure of his credentials.  For the chief priests and the elders, Jesus is a maverick cleric 

whose orders are probably invalid, and who anyway has no permission to officiate. 

 

But the claim of Jesus is not subject to supporting paperwork.  It needs no human endorsement or validation.  The 

authority of Jesus is his own. 

 

In the gospels, it’s not uncommon to hear that people were amazed at Jesus because he taught, or acted, with authority. 

 

This was the case throughout his life.  And it’s obvious people must have sensed something different about him, even on 

a first meeting.  Why else would a dozen working men have left their jobs and their families in order to follow him?  Why 

else would people have come to him in their droves, bringing their sick and their possessed? 

 

The crowds felt a profound confidence in this man who delivered the message, performed the deeds, and did it all with 

authority. 

 

But hold that thought, because in the reading we heard from Philippians, we find a description of Jesus as a man of the 

utmost humility.  St Paul, in his letter to the Philippians says of him: 

 

Though he was in the form of God, he did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, but emptied 

himself, taking the form of a slave ...  and became obedient to the point of death. 

 

That’s an incredible combination, equality with God and the form of a slave – authority and humility – God, and servant 

of all, coexisting in one man. 

 

To return to this authority though, evident as it was in the life and ministry of Jesus, it didn’t stop there.  On a number of 

occasions during his earthly life, Jesus sent his disciples out, first giving them his authority to teach, preach and heal. 

 

At Pentecost, the disciples were equipped, through receiving the Holy Spirit, and transformed from frightened men and 

women into fearless evangelists, of whom it was also noted, they spoke with authority. 

 

If we come down through the centuries, until we reach the 21st, we know the baton has been passed to us, a new 

generation called to continue his work and share his word.  If anyone asks what right we have to do this – well, we claim 

not our own authority, but his, just as his followers always have. 

 

But I wonder, does this all talk about “acting with his authority” sound a little overwhelming?  If so, here’s a light-hearted 

illustration I once heard, which has always stuck in my mind: 

 

It was likened to passing a driving test, and being given a licence, which authorizes us, that is, gives us the authority, to 

get behind the wheel.  The licence says we are committed to operating within the highway code, but it doesn’t instantly 

make us perfect drivers.  We might unintentionally break the speed limit, or have a bump, but nobody is able to say we 

are not authorized to be on the road. 

 

Disciples of Jesus today have been given his authority to share the gospel with others.  They won’t always make a perfect 

job of it, and some will be more nervous at the prospect than others. 
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But it is without question that all who follow him receive his authority to go, and be, and do, whatever our Lord 

commissions us to go, and be, and do.  He is the one who makes us legit, calling us to serve with humility, at the same 

time proclaiming with authority that he is Lord of all. 

 

Amen.   

 

 

Intercessions 

 

We come to the Lord in prayer, with our petitions and 

thanksgiving, knowing that he is with us and hears us as 

we pray: 

Loving Lord, you emptied yourself, taking the form of a 

slave, lived, and died among us, and now you are highly 

exalted and given a name above all names: help us this 

day to follow your example in our service of others, and 

to exalt you in all we think, say and do, that we may 

always proclaim you through our lives and our words. 

Lord in your mercy Hear our prayer 

 

Father we pray for the world: at this time of a global 

pandemic we remember those who suffer, whether 

through illness, isolation, or fear of what the future 

might bring; and for those whose lives have been 

disrupted or put on hold as situations and plans change.  

Thinking especially of students and teachers as a new 

university term begins, help them to find comfort and 

hope for the future. 

Lord, be with all doctors, nurses, those working on the 

frontline and those searching for a vaccine. 

Lord in your mercy Hear our prayer 

 

We pray for world leaders that they make decisions 

with wisdom, courage and insight.   

Give to all in authority determination to defend the 

principles of freedom, love and tolerance, and the 

strength to guide the world into the paths of justice and 

peace.   

Lord in your mercy Hear our prayer 

We remember the whole Church throughout the world, 

and pray that all may be one in you with the courage to 

bear witness to your love on earth 

We give you thanks for our church leaders: strengthen 

our Archbishops, bishops, clergy and ministers, as they 

guide us in faith and teach us of your love.   

Lord in your mercy Hear our prayer 

 

We pray for the sick: asking that you will surround 

them, and all who care for them, with your healing love, 

particularly thinking of those known to us in need of 

prayer. 

We commend to you all who have died in the faith of 

Christ, giving thanks for their lives, and asking that their 

families and friends will find comfort at this time. 

Lord in your mercy Hear our prayer 

 

O Lord, we beseech you mercifully to hear the prayers 

of your people who call upon you; and grant that they 

may both perceive and know what things they ought to 

do, and also may have grace and power faithfully to 

fulfil them; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who 

is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 

 

And we join in the words our Saviour taught us: 

Our Father … 


