
Readings, reflection and prayers for Trinity 6, Sunday 19 July 2020 

 

Readings 

 

Romans 8.12-25 

 

 
12 So then, brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to 

the flesh, to live according to the flesh— 13 for if you 

live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the 

Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will 

live. 14 For all who are led by the Spirit of God are 

children of God. 15 For you did not receive a spirit of 

slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received a 

spirit of adoption. When we cry, ‘Abba! Father!’ 16 it is 

that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we 

are children of God, 17 and if children, then heirs, heirs 

of God and joint heirs with Christ—if, in fact, we suffer 

with him so that we may also be glorified with him.  
 

18 I consider that the sufferings of this present time are 

not worth comparing with the glory about to be 

revealed to us. 19 For the creation waits with eager 

longing for the revealing of the children of God; 20 for 

the creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will 

but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope 21 

that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage 

to decay and will obtain the freedom of the glory of the 

children of God. 22 We know that the whole creation 

has been groaning in labour pains until now; 23 and not 

only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first 

fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for 

adoption, the redemption of our bodies. 24 For in hope 

we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For 

who hopes* for what is seen? 25 But if we hope for what 

we do not see, we wait for it with patience.  

 

 

Matthew 13.24-30 and 36-43 

The Parable of Weeds among the Wheat 

 
24 He put before them another parable: ‘The kingdom 

of heaven may be compared to someone who sowed 

good seed in his field; 25 but while everybody was 

asleep, an enemy came and sowed weeds among the 

wheat, and then went away. 26 So when the plants 

came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as 

well. 27 And the slaves of the householder came and 

said to him, “Master, did you not sow good seed in your 

field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?” 28 He 

answered, “An enemy has done this.” The slaves said 

to him, “Then do you want us to go and gather them?” 
29 But he replied, “No; for in gathering the weeds you 

would uproot the wheat along with them. 30 Let both of 

them grow together until the harvest; and at harvest 

time I will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and 

bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the 

wheat into my barn.” ’  
 

36 Then he left the crowds and went into the house. 

And his disciples approached him, saying, ‘Explain to us 

the parable of the weeds of the field.’ 37 He answered, 

‘The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; 38 

the field is the world, and the good seed are the 

children of the kingdom; the weeds are the children of 

the evil one, 39 and the enemy who sowed them is the 

devil; the harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers 

are angels. 40 Just as the weeds are collected and 

burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. 
41 The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will 

collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all 

evildoers, 42 and they will throw them into the furnace 

of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of 

teeth. 43 Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the 

kingdom of their Father. Let anyone with ears listen!  

 

Reflection 

 

How many times have you heard someone say: “the wonders of modern technology”?  And technology is wonderful 

– who could ever have imagined a few years ago that this would possible – attending church on a Sunday without ever 

leaving the comfort of home?! 

 

Often when we talk about such ‘wonders’ we don’t mean the word in such a ‘wonderful’ sense though.  It’s the sort 

of phrase people use when their gadgets play them up.  Just a couple of days ago I received an email from a friend 
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who had clearly spoken rather than typed it into his iPad.  I knew this because he appeared totally unable to spell his 

wife’s name.   

 

Then there’s the hazard of auto-correct, when the tech finishes off a word for us, or changes it all together.  I had an 

awkward moment when I realised too late, that when a friend asked if I had something they wanted to borrow, instead 

of sending a reply which said: “Sorry, I don’t” my phone had changed it to: “sorry, idiot!” 

 

I’m guessing some of you may be thinking pen and paper was so much simpler.”  But whether in writing, or in ordinary 

conversation, communication can be a tricky thing.  Human beings sometimes misunderstand, or miss the point of 

what someone else is saying, regardless of the medium being used. 

 

And it’s harder still when the communication divide is across centuries and cultures, and this can lead to some 

challenges in understanding certain illustrations used in the Bible.  Sometimes it’s good to respond to a Biblical text, 

as we would to another person sometimes, with:  “I think I’m with you …but you may need to run that one past me 

again please.” 

 

I thought that today when I heard these words from Paul’s letter to the Romans:  For you did not receive a spirit of 

slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received a spirit of adoption. 

 

I’m not sure, in terms of communication, whether this lifts very easily from 1st Century Rome to the present day. 

 

Those words: “fall back into fear” still make us shudder as we imagine their resonance for people who knew the horrors 

of slavery only too well.  But it’s the phrase ‘spirit of adoption’ which may not mean quite the same today as it did 

back then, so worth taking a closer look at. 

 

The whole business of adoption in the Roman world, was interesting.  A person of note was permitted to “adopt”, that 

is, to go through a legal process which designated a particular individual as their heir.  Adoption in this context was 

primarily about property, inheritance and name.  In law, even if there were already sons, the adopted person trumped 

all others and became the one who carried on the family name, and gained the inheritance. 

 

The legal process of adopting an heir could be a long and complicated one, but it did happen, and Paul’s readers would 

have been familiar with this.  Therefore he is saying to the Roman Christians, when he uses the phrase about receiving 

the spirit of adoption:  ‘Why, if God has gone to all the lengths of making you the ones who bear his name and the 

heirs of all that he has, would you fall back into slavery?’  It was inconceivable to him that anyone would make that 

choice. 

 

As if this isn’t clear enough, Paul stresses it further by saying that those who have been adopted as God’s children are 

prompted by the spirit within to express the closeness of this relationship, calling God: “Abba, Father.”   

“Abba” was (and is) a Hebrew word, by which children address their Father.  Its equivalent in English would be “Dad”, 

or “Daddy.”  A different, more formal word for “Father” was used in the Synagogue, when addressing God in public 

prayer and worship. 

 

By putting “Abba” and “Father” together, Paul is speaking of a believer’s relationship with God in terms of the 

informality of home and the formality of synagogue, thereby expressing both intimacy and reverence.  And so, Paul 

sums up by saying: 

 

“When we cry, “Abba! Father!” it is that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and if 

children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ. 
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All this freedom, all this privilege, has been won for us at a great cost.  And not only for us, but for all.  The news of the 

inheritance we have is news to be shared – to be made know to those who are yet to hear of it, that through the saving 

work of Christ, all are invited to be heirs of his promises, and there is room for everyone in the family of God.  

 

Amen. 

 

Prayers 

 

Heavenly Father, as we bow our heads in prayer this 

morning, we come together knowing that you hear us 

as we pray.   

 

We thank you for your greatness, your holiness and 

majesty.  We thank you for your handiwork as we see 

the beauty of your creation all around us, which we so 

often take for granted.  

 

Remind us afresh this morning Father of your goodness 

to us and your everlasting love for each one of us, and 

encourage us in our daily walk with you. 

 

As we come in praise and thanksgiving we come, too, 

to bring our confessions to you. We ask you to forgive 

us for sometimes being too busy or distracted by things 

in life; for times when we fail you with careless 

thoughts, words and actions. Help us to see the good 

things we often overlook, and to be content with what 

we have. Make us wise with good choices in life and 

give us a desire to seek your guidance day by day.  Help 

us, Lord, to walk by your truth and not by our own 

feelings. 

 

We pray for the church and all our church leaders, 

especially for Jane our minister.  Bless them with 

wisdom to hear your voice and to follow your leading 

in every area of their lives. 

 

We pray for our Queen and royal family, for our leaders 

in government and high office, that they may govern 

our country with wisdom and understanding.  Give 

them integrity and discernment when making 

decisions for our country and its people. 

 

We think now of our world where we hear of wars, 

danger, tragedy, starvation and death, which are daily 

realities to many people, and of the Covid-19 

pandemic.  Sometimes these situations alarm and 

overwhelm us and we are at a loss to understand and 

to know what we can do in such desperate situations.  

So, Father, in prayer we ask that you will reach into the 

hearts and souls of all people who suffer, to bring your 

healing, comfort and peace, and answers to their many 

problems.  

 

We pray for those among us who are sick, asking for 

healing for them, and for those who mourn the loss of 

a loved one.  In a moment of silence let us remember 

people known to us personally for whom we would 

wish to pray. 

 

And so as we bring our prayers to a close, may we feel 

and know the Lord’s blessing upon us today.  Give us a 

great commitment to the God who loves all his 

children; a deeper faith in his son, Jesus Christ, who 

died for each one of us so that every day could be filled 

with the wonder of his love, the freedom of his Spirit, 

and the joy on knowing him.  Give us a willingness to 

following his example as we treat the road of live each 

day    Amen. 

 

Let us now share the Lord’s Prayer together.   

 

Our father…  

 

 

 

 


