
John 10:1-10 

10
‘Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the 

sheepfold by the gate but climbs in by another way is 

a thief and a bandit. 
2
The one who enters by the gate 

is the shepherd of the sheep.  

3
The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the 

sheep hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by name 

and leads them out. 

4
When he has brought out all his own, he goes ahead 

of them, and the sheep follow him because they know 

his voice. 
5
They will not follow a stranger, but they will 

run from him because they do not know the voice of 

strangers.’ 

 

 
6
Jesus used this figure of speech with them, but they 

did not understand what he was saying to them. 

7
So again Jesus said to them, ‘Very truly, I tell you, I 

am the gate for the sheep. 
8
All who came before me 

are thieves and bandits; but the sheep did not listen 

to them.  

9
I am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved, 

and will come in and go out and find pasture.  

10
The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I 

came that they may have life, and have it abundantly. 

 

Reflection on the reading 

I don’t know if you can you remember where you were on the first Sunday of May last year?  I certainly can.  

Because at this very moment, our first Family@Church service was underway in Westcote Barton.   

 

There was a lot going on in church that day.  Even before the service began, there was plenty of talking, activities, 

breakfast.  But our focus wasn’t entirely on what was happening inside the building – because something was 

attracting quite a lot of attention outside as well.    

  

Knowing that the theme of the service was to be The Good Shepherd, we had borrowed a couple of lambs.  Real 

ones.  Throughout the service there was a certain amount of baa-ing coming from just beyond the porch.  The 

children thought the lambs were great – we can only hope the lambs felt the same enthusiasm for meeting us!   

 

You don’t have to search too hard in the Bible to find references to sheep and shepherds.   

The 23
rd

 Psalm begins:  The Lord is my shepherd; therefore shall I lack nothing.   

The prophet Isaiah wrote:  He shall feed his flock like a shepherd and gather the lambs in his arms.   

After the resurrection, Jesus told the Apostle Peter Feed my sheep. 

 

Today’s Gospel picks up the sheep and shepherd theme.  Jesus’ audience would have tuned into it at once, 

recognising it, not only from their scriptures but also from their surroundings.  They would often have observed the 

things being described.   

 

How sheep followed their shepherd but didn’t trust strangers; how sheep were led in and out of a gate to the 

sheepfold; and how anyone who kept sheep would have known the danger of undesirable visitors climbing over the 

walls.   

 

So, Jesus’ choice of illustration to get his point across was always spot on for the audience he was addressing.  It 

makes me wonder, if Jesus had been born in our time, in a city in the Western world 

where the majority of people’s lives are pretty far removed from sheep and shepherding, what illustrations he might 

have used then?   

 

How about this for a suggestion – and I had some fun playing around with this – he could have spoken about the 

contemporary issue of scammers perhaps, saying something like: 

 

I am the real deal.  You can have 100% confidence in all my communications.  Others may attempt to get into your 

computer, breach your security settings, or gain access to your personal information intent on stealing from you.  

Don’t listen to them, no matter how plausible they sound.   



I would never treat you like that.  I am the one who made you and I know you through and through.  I have your best 

interests at heart.  I will never tell you lies or make promises I can’t honour.  I care about you, so deeply you can’t 

even comprehend how much.  You can trust me completely. 

 

And that’s something we all want isn’t it?  To be able to trust and to feel secure.  Even the best of human beings will 

sometimes fail others, even the ones they love the most, but our Lord promises he never will. 

 

He is our gateway, our access to true life within.  He is our shepherd, guiding us through this topsy-turvy world, 

calling us by name, inviting us to follow.  He asks for our trust – more than that, he commands our trust, and when 

we give it, we can be sure it is well placed.  

 

Here are his words again.  Jesus said:   
9
I am the gate of the sheepfold. Whoever enters by me will be saved, and will come in and go out and find pasture.  

10
The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.   Amen.   

 

Prayers using the hymn: “Loving Shepherd of Thy 

Sheep 

 

(Please include your own prayers where … is 

indicated.) 

 

We join together in our prayers of intercession, 

knowing our Heavenly Father hears us as we pray. 

 

Loving Shepherd of thy sheep, keep thy lamb in safety, 

keep. 

We pray for all who are anxious for their own safety at 

this worrying time  

and everybody suffering from the coronavirus ...  

Lord hear us.  Lord, graciously hear us. 

 

I would praise thee every day, gladly all thy will obey. 

Thank you for the strength our faith gives us, knowing 

that we can trust in you, 

whatever circumstances we face, and wherever you 

lead us in your service ... 

Lord hear us.  Lord, graciously hear us. 

 

Loving Shepherd, ever near, teach thy lamb thy voice 

to hear. 

We pray for the church, locally and throughout the 

world. 

May all who call you ‘Lord’ listen to your voice, 

and let your love shine through their lives, so others 

are drawn to it. 

 

And we bless you for all who extend loving care to 

others,  

 

 

 

thinking especially of NHS staff and other frontline 

workers … 

Lord hear us.  Lord, graciously hear us. 

 

Loving Saviour, thou didst give thine on life that we 

might live. 

 

You understand suffering, pain and loss.   

Shepherd those who have taken the wrong path and 

are now homeless, hungry, living in fear. 

We ask your comfort and healing for all who are ill, 

among them … 

And we pray for all who are mourning the loss of a 

loved one, especially … 

Lord hear us.  Lord graciously hear us  

 

Where thou leadest I would go, walking in thy steps 

below. 

 

Lord, increase our faith in you, the Good Shepherd.  

May we follow more closely as you lead us, 

and trust that whatever path we are on, you will 

always be within us, and alongside us. 

 

We bring our prayers to a close, joining together in the 

words which our Saviour taught us. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 


