
Trinity 17, 4th October 2020 – celebrating the patronal festival of Westcote Barton 

 

Readings 

 

Isaiah 5:1-7 The song of the vineyard 

 

Psalm 118:22-23 Song of the rejected builders stone 

 

Philippians 3: 4-14 True righteousness depends on the relationship with God 

 

Matthew 21:33-46 Parable of the vineyard tenants 

  

 

Address re the Patronal Festival of Saint Edward the Confessor 

 

Welcome back inside the Church of Saint Edward the Confessor, Westcote Barton.  If you have looked at the order of 

service, you will realise that we are celebrating our patron saint today, and that there is a theme of buildings and stones 

running through our hymns and readings.  Soon we will be singing (or at least, following the words) “Christ is our 

cornerstone, on him alone we build”.   

We will be listening to the reading from Matthew’s Gospel, where Jesus quotes from Psalm 118: the stone that the 

builders rejected is become the cornerstone.  This quotation occurs a few times in the New Testament, notably in the 

Acts of the Apostles, where Peter declares “Jesus is the cornerstone”.  (We will hear more about this in the Reflection a 

bit later.)  

Has anyone here been to St Peter’s in Rome?  Did you look up, and see the lettering around the inside of the great 

dome?  This is what is says: 

TU ES PETRUS ET SUPER HANC PETRAM AEDIFICABO ECCLESIAM MEAM, 

the words of Jesus to Simon Peter (Matt.16), rendered into Latin.   

It was Jesus who named Peter, with his new name meaning A Rock.   So, those Latin words translate like this: “you are 

Peter (i.e. a rock), and on this rock I will build my church”.  Peter was martyred at Rome, and his tomb lies deep within 

the present cathedral building.  So we could say that Peter is, both figuratively and perhaps literally, the foundation of 

the Church of Rome (there is actually some disagreement about whether the bones in the tomb are those of St Peter, as 

there has been much rebuilding, moving around and reburial, over nearly 2000 years). 

Let’s now think about the Patron Saint of this church, Saint Edward the Confessor, buried within his cathedral church, 

Westminster Abbey.  (Technically it’s neither a church nor a cathedral, but we may think of it as such).   

Edward never expected to become King of England, but those ahead of him in line for the throne all predeceased him.  

The story goes that before he was king, he had taken a vow that he would make a pilgrimage to St Peter’s in Rome.    

He was now kept from fulfilling this vow, because he couldn’t leave his kingdom and his subjects.   

So the Pope gave him a dispensation – the vow would be fulfilled if, instead, he would found or restore a monastery to 

Saint Peter.  So this he did, enlarging an existing Benedictine monastery, to the west of London.   

The new monastery church was the forerunner of the present Westminster Abbey, called the church of Saint Peter the 

Apostle (it became known as the West Minster, as opposed to the East Minster, which was St Paul’s).  Sadly Edward was 

too ill to attend the consecration of the church, and he died on 5th January 1066.  The rest (of that year, anyway) is 

history.  

Edward was venerated after his death, as a man of peace and healing, a man of deep Christian piety, and indeed, as a 

saint.  A cult grew up around him, and he was canonised in 1161, in the reign of Henry II; shortly after this, in 1163, his 
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mortal remains were transferred (or “translated”) to a shrine in the church on 13th October – and that is the date of our 

patronal festival, celebrated this month. 

The present gothic building of Westminster Abbey, and the present shrine of Edward the Confessor, date from the 13th 

century, under Henry III, who was a great devotee of Edward.  So there was a second “translation” of his coffin to the 

new shrine in 1269, again on 13th October. 

Our church was re-consecrated in the name of Saint Edward the Confessor in 1238  (previously Saint Edmund the 

martyr).   We will be celebrating our patron saint today by singing “Christ is made the sure foundation”, to the tune of 

Westminster Abbey. 

We have all these metaphors of buildings, cornerstones and foundations. 

So, does our church consist of its stones, or does it consist of its people?   

Certainly in the early Christian church, and in the meaning of “church” as used by Jesus, the church was the people, not 

any particular building or place. 

In another hymn that we’ll be singing or following today, we will see the words “living stones, by God appointed”.   We 

are those stones.  And if we are not ourselves the cornerstone or the foundation, we are the fabric and structure of our 

Christian church in the community.   

So let us keep that thought in our minds, when we hear the words of our hymns and readings today.  

CJL 

4 October 2020 

 

 

Reflection 

 

The Corner stone of Jesus 

 

We heard earlier about the life of Edward the Confessor, who was a pious King who gave his people peace, stability, 

economic growth and an example of Christian living by his worship and concern for the poor and needy. 

 

In the reading from Matthew, which follows on from last week, where we find Jesus in the temple talking to the people 

and their religious leaders.  Here he is telling a story about a vineyard owner who buys and prepares his land, but then 

lets it out to a consortium of tenant farmers.  This was common in the time of economic insecurity at the time of Jesus 

and everyone listening would accept the situation.  They would also recognise the symbolism of the actions of those 

agreeing to look after the land and pay the owner his percentage of the profit.   

 

References in the old testament to Israel being the chosen people of God, the cultivators being the Israelites leaders and 

priests, the messengers who were sent were the prophet. who down through the ages had warned of God’s wroth for 

the abandonment of His laws.  All this would be familiar, along with the expectation of a new leader, a Messiah. 

 

This leader would be rejected and killed by the cultivators.  Jesus was being as open about who he was, as he could be.  

He was the stone mentioned in Psalm 118: 22. 23 

“This stones which the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone. Jesus has pre-eminence as the son and his 

redemption holds us all together. This is the Lord’s doing, it is marvellous in our eyes”. 

 

It is true that many still reject Jesus as lord, but like the chief priests and elders, they will discover that Jesus is a person 

of international recognition and more important than anyone else that lived.  We too are like the stones that were used 
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to build this church.  Look around, they are different in shape and size, but all have been carefully put together to form a 

strong structure by a master builder, with Jesus as the head stone that holds everything together. 

 

Edward knew this and faithfully followed Jesus with a good example of worship, humility and good deeds as an 

expression of his love for his saviour. He paid for the construction of the first Westminster Abby, that all may come to 

know and worship God. 

 

We are challenged in these strange and thought-provoking days to be a strong stone of the Church, an example of 

Christian living by our worship and concern for the poor and needy, just as Edward did.  Will you follow his example? 

 

AMEN.   

SS 

4 October 2020 

 

 

Intercessions 

Let us pray trustfully to the God who cherishes us. 

Loving God guide your church  into ways of joy and wisdom.  May we be your building blocks that speak out the truth of 

your Word, to be heard through our actions as well as our voice.  

Build up your people   Firmly in your Love 

 

Loving God, may justice and righteousness flourish in the world, in our Country and in our villages.  Bless and strengthen 

our leaders to work for what is right, especially in this time of Pandemic.  

Build up your people   Firmly in your Love 

 

Loving God, we thank you for the nurturing we have received from you.  We pray for our children and  young people as 

they go back to school or University.  Protect them from the Covid virus and lead them to a knowledge of your love for 

them.    

Build up your people   Firmly in your Love 

 

Loving God, give comfort and wholeness to all who are in need: sorrow or pain.  Especially we think of ...  May they 

sense  your reassuring presence. 

Build up your people   Firmly in your Love 

 

Loving God, we pray for those we know who have died recently.  We remember those who mourn and ask for your 

comfort and hope.  We especially remember…………  

Build up your people   Firmly in your Love 

 

Dear Lord, we ask that you support us to be worthy of your calling.  Continue your ongoing work in us that we may be 

useful stones in the building of your Kingdom. 

 

Merciful Father  

Accept these prayers 

For the sake of your Son 

Our Saviour, Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

 


