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Readings 

 

Acts 2.1-21  

When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all 

together in one place. 
2 

And suddenly from heaven 

there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, 

and it filled the entire house where they were 

sitting. 
3 

Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among 

them, and a tongue rested on each of them. 
4 

All of 

them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to 

speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them 

ability.  

5
 Now there were devout Jews from every nation 

under heaven living in Jerusalem. 
6 

And at this sound 

the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because 

each one heard them speaking in the native 

language of each. 
7 

Amazed and astonished, they 

asked, ‘Are not all these who are speaking 

Galileans?  
8 

And how is it that we hear, each of us, 

in our own native language? 
9 

Parthians, Medes, 

Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and 

Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 
10 

Phrygia and 

Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to 

Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and 

proselytes, 
11 

Cretans and Arabs—in our own 

languages we hear them speaking about God’s 

deeds of power.’ 
12 

All were amazed and perplexed, 

saying to one another, ‘What does this mean?’ 
13 

But 

others sneered and said, ‘They are filled with new 

wine.’  

14
 But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his 

voice and addressed them: ‘Men of Judea and all 

who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and 

listen to what I say. 
15

Indeed, these are not drunk, as 

you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the 

morning. 
16

No, this is what was spoken through the 

prophet Joel:  
17

 “In the last days it will be, God declares, 

that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, 

   and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 

and your young men shall see visions, 

   and your old men shall dream dreams.  
18

 Even upon my slaves, both men and women, 

   in those days I will pour out my Spirit; 

     and they shall prophesy.  
19

 And I will show portents in the heaven above 

   and signs on the earth below, 

     blood, and fire, and smoky mist.  
20

 The sun shall be turned to darkness 

   and the moon to blood, 

     before the coming of the Lord’s great and 

glorious day.  
21

 Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord 

shall be saved.”  

 

John 7.37-39 

37 
On the last day of the festival, the great day, while 

Jesus was standing there, he cried out, ‘Let anyone 

who is thirsty come to me, 
38 

and let the one who 

believes in me drink. As the scripture has said, “Out 

of the believer’s heart shall flow rivers of living 

water.” ’ 
39 

Now he said this about the Spirit, which 

believers in him were to receive; for as yet there 

was no Spirit, because Jesus was not yet glorified.  

 

Reflection 

This week, I found it an interesting exercise when I did an internet search on a familiar question.  This was purely 

because I was curious to see how someone else might answer a question I’ve been asked before.  So I typed in: 

“What’s the difference between Whitsun and Pentecost?”  Some of the answers I had anticipated came up, 

including:  The two names are interchangeable; the ‘Pent’ of ‘Pentecost’ refers to 50 days since Easter Sunday; 

Whitsun is only spoken of in the church but Pentecost is also an ancient Jewish feast, (which just happened to be 

very the day when the Holy Spirit fell on the disciples.)  None of those answers surprised me.  But there was another 

offering which did.  Someone had written: 

 

The English refer to the holiday as Whitsunday with reference to the white garments worn on Pentecost by the newly 

baptized. Some churches lower a carved dove into the congregation and call this "swinging the Holy Ghost". 

 

They do? I thought to myself.  Have you ever ‘swung the Holy Ghost’ in church on this day?  I know I haven’t!  There 

was, however, one Pentecost back in 2007, when my church in Suffolk suspended a stunning Pentecost mobile from 

in the chancel.  It comprised hundreds of paper doves in differing colours from cream through, orange and red.  I 

remember being part of one of the groups which met to fold some of the doves.  The finished result is difficult to 

describe but hopefully, you received a couple of pictures of it, which were sent out with the notice sheet this week.   
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The book of Acts tells us that on the day of Pentecost the 

disciples were all together in one place when the Spirit came. 

This presence was audible like a rushing, mighty wind, it was 

visible like fire, and it shook the foundations of the house they 

were in.  The fire then divided and rested, like a flame, on each 

person present, filling them with power, wisdom, love, 

boldness, joy, vision ...   

 

This happened in a time and a place, but we also believe God’s 

promise of the Holy Spirit is for all who follow Christ, in every 

time and every place.  Still today we pray for the presence of 

the Spirit when we gather together.  Fran and John began our 

service this morning by singing: “Come Holy Ghost, our souls 

inspire, and lighten with celestial fire”.  

 

When we pray “Come Holy Spirit”, the answer to that prayer may or may not take quite as dramatic a form as it did 

for the New Testament disciples.  But our prayers still resonate with that first Pentecost.  There’s a hymn which puts 

this well, and although we’re not going to be singing it this morning, I wouldn’t be surprised if you hear it in other 

livestreamed services today, or on the BBC’s Songs of Praise – the first verse says:   

 

“O breath of life, come sweeping through us, revive thy church with love and power;  

O breath of life come, cleanse, renew us, and fit thy church to meet this hour” (Bessie Porter Head) 

 

The Church in every generation prays such prayers, that the sweeping, reviving, cleansing, renewing power of the 

Spirit may be ours.  We seek this as a community of believers, that together we may be empowered to fulfil the 

ministry to which we are called.  But that’s only part of the story.  Because like the first disciples, the promise of the 

Spirit is for individual lives too.  As it said in Acts:  The Spirit rested on each of them.  This gift, while it is for all of us … 

it is also for each of us.   

 

Returning to the Pentecost mobile, I hope you’ll agree that it’s a beautiful thing.  I can vouch for each of the doves 

having been lovingly made.  That said, some of them looked more perfect than others close up, but the end result 

would have been incomplete had not every single one of them been included.   

 

That’s a description which could also work if we were talking about the church in our world today!  Individuals, each 

with their own quirks and personalities, touched by the Spirit, joined together to form one vibrant whole.  An 

unmissable presence, pointing everyone to the reality of God.  At least, that’s what the church is called to be!  And 

so we pray, through the presence of the Holy Spirit in the lives of all who believe, that as individuals, and together, 

we may fulfil that calling.  Amen.  
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Prayers 

 

We pray for God to fill us with his Spirit. 

 

Generous God, we thank you for the power of your Holy Spirit. 

We ask that we may be strengthened to serve you better. 

 Lord, come to bless us   and fill us with your Spirit. 

 

We thank you for the wisdom of your Holy Spirit. 

We ask you to make us wise to understand your will. 

We ask for this wisdom to be poured on those who lead us in these difficult times. 

 Lord, come to bless us   and fill us with your Spirit. 

 

We thank you for the peace of your Holy Spirit. 

We ask you to keep us confident of your love wherever you call us. 

We ask you to bring calm to those who are anxious and disturbed. 

 Lord, come to bless us   and fill us with your Spirit. 

 

We thank you for the healing of your Holy Spirit. 

We ask you to bring reconciliation and wholeness 

where there is division, sickness and sorrow. 

We pray especially for those who are sick, 

naming them before you now, 

and for all who have died recently and those who mourn their loss. 

 Lord, come to bless us   and fill us with your Spirit. 

 

We thank you for the gifts of your Holy Spirit. 

We ask you to equip us for the work which you have given us. 

We ask you to enable everyone to use their gifts and talents to best advantage. 

 Lord, come to bless us   and fill us with your Spirit. 

 

We thank you for the fruit of your Holy Spirit. 

We ask you to reveal in our lives the love of Jesus. 

We ask you to help us to be kind and understanding in these challenging times. 

 Lord, come to bless us   and fill us with your Spirit. 

 

We thank you for the breath of your Holy Spirit, 

given us by the risen Lord. 

We ask you to keep the whole Church, living and departed, 

in the joy of eternal life. 

 Lord, come to bless us   and fill us with your Spirit. 

 

Generous God, 

you sent your Holy Spirit upon your Messiah at the river Jordan, 

and upon the disciples in the upper room: 

in your mercy fill us with your Spirit, 

hear our prayer, 

and make us one in heart and mind 

to serve you with joy for ever. Amen. 

 


