
All Souls, 1st November 2020 – Readings, Reflection and Intercessions 

 

 

Readings 

Revelation 7.9-17 

9 After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that 

no one could count, from every nation, from all tribes and 

peoples and languages, standing before the throne and 

before the Lamb, robed in white, with palm branches in 

their hands.  10 They cried out in a loud voice, saying, 

‘Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the 

throne, and to the Lamb!’ 
11 And all the angels stood around the throne and around 

the elders and the four living creatures, and they fell on 

their faces before the throne and worshipped God, 
12 singing, ‘Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and 

thanksgiving and honour and power and might 

be to our God for ever and ever! Amen.’ 
13 Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, ‘Who are 

these, robed in white, and where have they come from?’ 
14 I said to him, ‘Sir, you are the one that knows.’ Then he 

said to me, ‘These are they who have come out of the 

great ordeal; they have washed their robes and made 

them white in the blood of the Lamb. 
15 For this reason they are before the throne of God, and 

worship him day and night within his temple, and the one 

who is seated on the throne will shelter them. 
16 They will hunger no more, and thirst no more; the sun 

will not strike them, nor any scorching heat; 
17 for the Lamb at the centre of the throne will be their 

shepherd, and he will guide them to springs of the water 

of life, and God will wipe away every tear from their 

eyes.’

 

 
 

Matthew 5.1-12 

1 When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; 

and after he sat down, his disciples came to him.   
2 Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying: 
 

3 ‘Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom 

of heaven. 
 

4 ‘Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be 

comforted. 
 

5 ‘Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 
 

6 ‘Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for 

righteousness, for they will be filled. 
 

7 ‘Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 
 

8 ‘Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 
 

9 ‘Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called 

children of God. 
 

10 ‘Blessed are those who are persecuted for 

righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
 

11 ‘Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute 

you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my 

account.   
12 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, 

for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who 

were before you. 
 

 

 

 

Reflection 

Now that the dark evenings have arrived and we’re spending even more time inside, some of us turn for entertainment to 

the TV.  There is so much choice – especially if you subscribe to some of the streaming services available these days.   

I quite enjoy watching films and one that I re-watched recently was called ‘The Monuments Men’.  It’s based on true 

events from the end of the Second World war when a team of British and American allies were sent from the Monuments, 

Fine Arts, and Archives program over to Northern Europe to try to recover art treasures that the Germans had stolen and 

hoarded in secret hiding places. 

One of these items was the Ghent Altar piece - found in a salt mine in Austria.  If you have ever been to St Bavo’s cathedral 

in Ghent, you will have seen it back in its rightful place. 

A very lengthy programme of restoration has now been completed and next year a new visitors’ centre, next to the 

cathedral is opening, to help tourists to understand the significance and history of the triptych, which is astoundingly 

beautiful. 
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So what has all this to do with All Saints’ Day? Well, the central part of the altarpiece describes the scene that we heard 

read from the Revelation of St John, with the Lamb of God surrounded by angels, elders and a great multitude.   

 

 

 

This painting by Van Eyck, and the bible verses, portray in very pictorial way a deeper truth.  To our 21st century eyes and 

ears it is like another language – we tend to be realists – we see a car parked on the street and think ‘that’s a car there’.  

We listen to the news on the radio and accept it as a factual summary of something that’s actually happened.   

But both the altarpiece and the verses from Revelation are rich in symbolism, which the original readers of Revelation and 

the medieval painters of the altarpiece, would have been very familiar with.  This morning there isn’t really enough time to 

unpick it all.  But the main features to hold on to are the image of the Lamb of God, representing Jesus Christ, surrounded 

by multitudes of people worshipping and praising him.  And saying: 

‘Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and 

honour and power and might be to our God for ever and ever.’ 

So today on All Saints Day we think of all those who have gone before us: those who have died for their faith, those who 

have given up everything to serve God  

We thank God for their examples of compassionate, contemplative and courageous lives. 

We thank God, and maybe wonder where we stand in relation to these great pillars of the church.  We are, after all, 

unlikely to be burnt at the stake for our faith, like the Oxford martyrs, and not many of us are going to seek a life of quiet 

contemplation in a cell, like St Julian of Norwich.   

Maybe turning to the reading from Matthew’s gospel we can find the hint of an answer.  This is a very familiar passage; it 

recounts Jesus talking to his small group of disciples about the characteristics of people who follow him – verses we know 

as the Beatitudes. 

Two important points here.  The beatitudes aren’t statements about what life will be like for Christ’s followers after death.  

They describe the condition of the Christian now.  This condition is blessed – a word which comes from the Greek 

‘makarios’.  This stands, as one writer puts it: ‘for a joy which has its secret within itself, that joy which is serene and 

untouchable, and self contained, that joy which is completely independent of all the chances and changes of life.’ 

There are nine states of blessedness mentioned in Matthew, each one with enough material for a sermon on its own!  

Because we are so familiar with this text, maybe it’s helpful to listen to them again alongside a short interpretation. 



All Souls, 1st November 2020 – Readings, Reflection and Intercessions 

 

 

Here is what William Barclay writes about the first seven: 

Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

O the bliss of those who have realized their own utter helplessness, and who have put their 

whole trust in God, for thus alone can they render to God that perfect obedience which will 

make them citizens of the kingdom of heaven. 

Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 

O the bliss of those whose hearts are broken for the world’s sufferings and for their own sin, 

for out of their sorrow they will find the joy of God! 

Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 

O the bliss of those who are always angry at the right time, and never angry at the wrong 

time, who have every instinct, impulse and passion under control because they are 

themselves God controlled, who have the humility to realise their own ignorance and their 

own weakness, for such people can indeed rule the world! 

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 

O the bliss of those who long for total righteousness as the starving long for food, and those 

perishing of thirst long for water, for they will be truly satisfied. 

Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 

O the bliss of those who can get right inside other people, until they can see with their eyes, 

think with their thoughts, feel with their feelings, for those who do that will find others do 

the same for them, and will know that that is what God in Jesus Christ has done. 

Blessed are the pure in heart for they will see God. 

O the bliss of those whose motives are absolutely pure, for they will some day be able to see 

God. 

 

These then are the characteristics of the saints, those who follow Christ.  They are the characteristics of that great army of 

saints who have gone before us, who have been ‘lights of the world in their several generations’.   

And they are the characteristics of the saints here on earth who are already part of that heavenly kingdom. 
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Prayers  

 

Collect for All Saints’ Day 

 

Almighty God, 

you have knit together your elect 

in one communion and fellowship 

in the mystical body of your Son Christ our Lord: 

grant us grace so to follow your blessed saints 

in all virtuous and godly living 

that we may come to those inexpressible joys 

that you have prepared for those who truly love you; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

 

Intercessions 

 

Almighty God, by your Holy Spirit you have made us one 

with your saints in heaven and on earth: 

grant that in our earthly pilgrimage we may ever be 

supported by this fellowship of love and prayer, 

 and know ourselves surrounded by their witness to 

your power and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

United in the company of all the faithful and looking for 

the coming of the kingdom, let us offer our prayers to 

God, the source of all life and holiness. 

 

Merciful Lord, strengthen all Christian people by 

your Holy Spirit, that we may live as a royal 

priesthood and a holy nation to the praise of Jesus 

Christ our Saviour. 

Lord in your mercy    Hear our prayer 

 

Bless Stephen our bishop, and all ministers of your 

Church, that by faithful proclamation of your word 

we may be built on the foundation of the apostles 

and prophets into a holy temple in the Lord. 

Lord in your mercy    Hear our prayer 

 

Empower us by the gift of your holy and life-giving 

Spirit, that we may be transformed into the likeness 

of Christ from glory to glory. 

Lord in your mercy    Hear our prayer 

 

Give to the world and its peoples the peace that comes from 

above, that they may find Christ’s way of freedom and life. 

Pour your healing on all those affected by aggressive attacks 

around the world, especially by the recent attack in Nice and 

bring comfort and hope to all asylum seekers and refugees. 

Lord in your mercy    Hear our prayer 

 

Hold in your embrace all who witness to your love 

in the service of the poor and needy; 

all those who minister to the sick and dying; 

and all who bring light to those in darkness. 

Lord in your mercy    Hear our prayer 

 

Touch and heal all those whose lives are scarred by 

sin or disfigured by pain, that, raised from death to life in 

Christ, their sorrow may be turned to eternal joy. 

Lord in your mercy    Hear our prayer 

 

Remember in your mercy all those gone before us, 

who have been well-pleasing to you from eternity; 

preserve in your faith your servants on earth, 

guide us to your kingdom, 

and grant us your peace at all times. 

Hasten the day when many will come 

from east and west, from north and south, 

and sit at table in your kingdom. 

Lord in your mercy    Hear our prayer 

 

We give you thanks for the whole company of your 

saints in glory, with whom in fellowship we join our 

prayers and praises; by your grace may we,  

like them, be made perfect in your love. 

 

Merciful Father, 

accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, 

our Saviour Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

Postlude 

“Beati Quorum Via” by Charles Villiers Stanford 

‘Blessed are the undefiled in the way, who walk in the law of 

the Lord.’ 


