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Readings 

 

Isaiah 35:3-6 

3 Strengthen the weak hands, 

    and make firm the feeble knees. 
4 Say to those who are of a fearful heart, 

    “Be strong, do not fear! 

Here is your God. 

    He will come with vengeance, 

with terrible recompense. 

    He will come and save you.” 

5 Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 

    and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 
6 then the lame shall leap like a deer, 

    and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. 

For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, 

    and streams in the desert. 

 

Luke 10:1-9 

10 After this the Lord appointed seventy others and sent 

them on ahead of him in pairs to every town and place 

where he himself intended to go.  2 He said to them, “The 

harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore ask 

the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his 

harvest.  3 Go on your way.  See, I am sending you out like 

lambs into the midst of wolves.  4 Carry no purse, no bag, 

no sandals; and greet no one on the road.  5 Whatever 

house you enter, first say, ‘Peace to this house!’ 6 And if 

anyone is there who shares in peace, your peace will rest 

on that person; but if not, it will return to you.  7 Remain in 

the same house, eating and drinking whatever they 

provide, for the labourer deserves to be paid.  Do not 

move about from house to house.  8 Whenever you enter a 

town and its people welcome you, eat what is set before 

you; 9 cure the sick who are there, and say to them, ‘The 

kingdom of God has come near to you.’ 

 

 

 

 

 

Reflection 

 

Today the church celebrates the life of St Luke the Evangelist.  Luke, whose name means "bringer of light", is best known 

as the author of the third Gospel and almost certainly also of the Acts of the Apostles. 

A Greek-speaking Gentile, Luke is believed to have been a medical doctor from Antioch in Syria.  He was identified as a 

physician in writings by Paul, Jerome and Irenaeus, so we can be fairly sure that he was. 

If we look at Luke's Gospel as a whole, there is an emphasis on mercy and on Christ as the salvation of all people, and 

with a particular heart for the lowly and of the repentant sinner.  There is also a recognition that healing involves the 

whole of a person.  Healing for Luke is a holistic concept. 

Tradition believes that Luke was an artist as well as a writer, and that he painted portraits, including of Mary, the 

mother of Jesus, as well as some of the most beautiful word-pictures of her.  He was possibly the first Christian 

polymath! Many of us hold very dear the poetry of the Magnificat and the Nunc Dimittis both found in Luke’s Gospel.   

As befits a polymath he is the patron saint of many professions: artists; bachelors; bookbinders; brewers; butchers; 

glassworkers; goldsmiths; lacemakers; notaries; painters; physicians; sculptors; stained glass workers and  surgeons. 

St Luke’s tide is widely kept as a time when the church focusses on healing.  As a polymath, Luke had hinterland, Luke 

saw human beings as multi-faceted.  He was a physician of both body and soul.  And what might that mean? Healing in 

the ancient world was not just about physical health but incorporated, rather like Luke did, the whole self, all parts of 

each person. 

If we look at our world today, we can see so much evidence that healing of body and soul also involves healing from 

poverty, injustice, inequality and exploitation… for unless the whole of humanity is healed, none of humanity is ever 

fully healed.   
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What might Luke, the bringer of light, the healer, say to us here today in the midst of our own pandemic and varying 

degrees of isolation, social inequality, political turmoil, and a vast and complex array of individual suffering? He might 

point us to Jesus, who himself suffered great degrees of isolation, In his ministry, in the rigged trial in Jerusalem,  in 

Gethsemane, on the agonising journey to Golgotha and finally on the cross.  Through that act of sacrifice on the cross, 

Christ paves the way back for us all to experience healing through his light and spirit within us.  Healing that is not about 

perfection of body, but about connection with God and our fellow humanity.   

I wonder if the dwelling of God within each one of us is rather like this set of Russian dolls.  You may have a set yourself 

and know how they work, each layer maybe representing the different aspects of who we are, the needs of our bodies, 

parts of us that, together, express the sum of who we are.  And when we get to the final doll at the very centre, this  tiny 

doll is the only one that is formed of solid wood.  Very small, maybe easily lost, maybe so small it is fragile, but right 

there at the centre of each one of us is the sparkle of God, our spirit, our soul, the part where we long for God and can 

be filled with God, like this little doll filled with wood. 

I don’t know about you, but I think it is usually possible to sense when someone we meet radiates the love of God.  I 

read an article recently about a wonderful Nun, not a Nun like you might think of a Nun but one who works as a senior 

doctor in an A & E department in central London.  She deals with a lot of homeless and disadvantaged people.  As you 

would expect, she has a deep faith and the conviction that God calls her to a ministry of healing.  She writes: 

“My faith gives me the conviction that there are no hopeless cases: we all have a sparkle of God in us, which can 

never be destroyed, and from which God can lead us to fullness of life.  Knowing this, I am shaken when I see a 

young person die or a drug addict destroy himself with substances.  I find that very hard.  But since I know I 

cannot answer everything, I just put it on a list.  And one day, when I meet God face to face, we’ll go through it!” 

So this morning, in our Benefice, I want to assert that our God is the God who draws near, who longs to love us and be 

with us, to heal us and give us peace in our hearts at the very centre, the deepest place within us…and believes, like the 

Nun/Doctor, that all of us have the sparkle of God in our centre and that there are no hopeless cases. 

Amen 

 

 

 

 

Collect for the Festival of Luke the Evangelist 

Almighty God, 

you called Luke the physician, 

whose praise is in the gospel, 

to be an evangelist and physician of the soul: 

by the grace of the Spirit 

and through the wholesome medicine of the gospel, 

give your Church the same love and power to heal; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 
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Intercessions 

We come to Almighty God in prayer this morning as 

members of the body of Christ, joined together in his love 

and confident in the knowledge that he hears out heartfelt 

prayers and will answer them in accordance with His holy 

will and purpose.   

We give you thanks Heavenly Father for your creation, for 

such beauty all around us, for this time of autumn with its 

vibrant colours and for blessing our lives so richly. 

As we navigate the potholes on life's road, remind us 

constantly to look to you for help.   

May we know that our God is not a distant God; he is 

alongside us, and with us in our most anxious moments.   

So sharpen our vision of you as the provider for all our 

needs.   

Forgive us for the times when we look to find our own way 

without seeking you first.   

Strengthen each one of us Lord that we may serve you 

with a true heart. 

Lord in your mercy    Hear our prayer 

 

We bring to you in prayer our Queen and royal family and 

all who bear the burden of leadership in our country.  

Having been reminded in the last few days how fragile life 

can be with the further spread of the virus, together with 

the economic difficulties, we ask that our leaders may be 

blessed with integrity and courage, seeking to make wise 

decisions for the good of all our people.   

As we give thanks for the church in our land and 

throughout the world, we prayerfully ask that we will all 

be able to continue to worship in safety and experience 

God's peace and reassurance. 

We pray for Jane, our Rector, and for Bishops and Clergy, 

that they may all seek to serve you faithfully day by day. 

Lord in your mercy    Hear our prayer 

 

We hold in our hearts, and pray for, those areas of the 

world whose burdens are heavy – where there is conflict, 

where there is natural disaster, famine, oppression and 

death.   

We pray for the aid agencies and all who seek to provide 

practical help, asking that you will bring healing, comfort 

and answers to the many problems that they face each 

day.   

We pray too for the many problems felt here at home 

because of COVID-19, with a great number who are sick, 

together with those who are out of work and struggling 

with life;  for our young people and our older folk; for all 

key workers; for nurses and doctors for their courage and 

compassion.  Father, we look to you for your help and 

guidance during these ever-changing days. 

Lord in your mercy    Hear our prayer 

 

We pray for our families and the communities we live 

amongst.  Please open our eyes and show us the needs 

around us.  Help us to be ready with love and kindness and 

to offer practical help to those who are finding life 

difficult.   

Give comfort and support to all those grieving the loss of 

someone they love; we pray that they may gain strength 

from people who reach out to them.   

We think of many in our benefice who are sick or finding 

life tedious, where every day seems an uphill struggle.   

We also remember quietly in our individual hearts those 

people who are known to us personally who need our 

constant, prayerful support. 

Lord in your mercy    Hear our prayer 

 

Lord, you have called each of us to be salt and light in our 

world.  Thank you for using scripture to instruct us and 

your spirit to guide us.  Help us to see opportunities and to 

step through doors which you open, so that when the 

opportunity arises we may speak boldly and clearly about 

you and the unconditional love you have for all your 

children.   

Give each of us the zeal and the grace to live for you 

during this coming week.  Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come; 

thy will be done; 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

the power and the glory, 

for ever and ever. 

Amen. 


