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Readings 

Acts 17.22-31  

22 Then Paul stood in front of the Areopagus 

and said, ‘Athenians, I see how extremely 

religious you are in every way. 
23

For as I went 

through the city and looked carefully at the 

objects of your worship, I found among them 

an altar with the inscription, “To an unknown 

god.” What therefore you worship as 

unknown, this I proclaim to you. 
24

The God 

who made the world and everything in it, he 

who is Lord of heaven and earth, does not 

live in shrines made by human hands, 
25

nor is 

he served by human hands, as though he 

needed anything, since he himself gives to all 

mortals life and breath and all things. 
26

From 

one ancestor he made all nations to inhabit 

the whole earth, and he allotted the times of 

their existence and the boundaries of the 

places where they would live, 
27

so that they 

would search for God and perhaps grope for 

him and find him—though indeed he is not 

far from each one of us. 
28

For “In him we live 

and move and have our being”; as even some 

of your own poets have said, 

“For we too are his offspring.”  
29

Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not 

to think that the deity is like gold, or silver, or 

stone, an image formed by the art and 

imagination of mortals.  

 

 

 
 

30
While God has overlooked the times of 

human ignorance, now he commands all 

people everywhere to repent, 
31

because he 

has fixed a day on which he will have the 

world judged in righteousness by a man 

whom he has appointed, and of this he has 

given assurance to all by raising him from the 

dead.’  

 

John 14.15-21 

15 ‘If you love me, you will keep my 

commandments. 
16

And I will ask the Father, 

and he will give you another Advocate, to be 

with you for ever. 
17

This is the Spirit of truth, 

whom the world cannot receive, because it 

neither sees him nor knows him. You know 

him, because he abides with you, and he will 

be in you.  

18 ‘I will not leave you orphaned; I am 

coming to you. 
19

In a little while the world 

will no longer see me, but you will see me; 

because I live, you also will live. 
20

On that day 

you will know that I am in my Father, and you 

in me, and I in you. 
21

They who have my 

commandments and keep them are those 

who love me; and those who love me will be 

loved by my Father, and I will love them and 

reveal myself to them.’  

 

 

Reflection 

Each week the Church Times prints an interview on its back page.  It could be with a very well-known 

figure, or someone who is not well-known at all.  The interview is wide ranging, giving glimpses into the 

subject’s background, interests, work and faith.   

 

This interview always finishes with the same question.  A little like Desert Island Discs, which always ends 

by asking which music and book the castaway would like to have with them on a desert island, this 

interview closes with:  “Who would you like to be locked in a church with?”   

 

This week the reply was: “Frank Skinner.  He could make me laugh, and I could teach him to play the piano, 

and we could then explore faith and escape if we got bored with one another.”  Others in recent weeks 

have responded they’d like to be locked in a church with: Oscar Wilde, Brian Draper, or Mozart.  That’s a 

fine variety!   
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In interviews on radio and in print, there are other favourite questions which appear from time to time.  

One is: “If you could go back to a time and place in history, when and where would it be?”  Again, I wonder 

how you or I might answer that?  Would you want to travel back to a great day in the life of the nation, or 

to experience an ancient culture, or to be a fly on the wall in the court of a particular monarch? 

 

I wouldn’t be at all surprised if some of us would choose to return to the time when Jesus walked this 

earth.  To experience what it was like to be among his disciples, to witness the miracles for ourselves, hear 

his teaching first hand, form a friendship with him.  It goes without saying that we we’ll never be able to 

time-travel.  But it also begs the question whether, even if we could, this would bring us any closer to our 

Lord? 

 

In today’s Gospel, Jesus begins preparing his disciples for the time when he will no longer be physically 

with them.  He is concerned that they shouldn’t arrive at that point feeling they have somehow been 

orphaned, able only to connect with him by imagining themselves back to a time in their own history when 

they were all together. 

 

Instead he tells them, in what must have sounded like a strange paradox at the time:  

I won’t be here much longer … yet I will always be with you; I won’t be present … yet I’ll be forever present.  

And how?  Through the Spirit of truth abiding within. 

 

From our vantage point, we understand that Jesus was saying his crucifixion would not be the end.  His 

followers would not be left on their own, but the Spirit would come – this would be Jesus’ own continuing 

presence, and his life within them. 

 

Jesus’ promise to them is also his promise to us, when he says: “I will not leave you.”   

It’s more than saying he will walk alongside, as he did with his friends during his earthly life, it’s also a 

promise that he will live deep, deep within us: “I in you and you in me”. 

 

Right now our thoughts are never far away from words like “social distancing” and “self-isolation.”  For 

many, the strain of these things will be forever linked with the current pandemic.  They’re unwelcome 

consequences which are felt acutely by many.  

 

Yet, even in these days, or perhaps especially in these days, there is great comfort in the bedrock of 

certainty for all who believe the promises of our Lord, that through his Spirit, he does not leave us alone. 

He is always with us, and that nothing can separate us from him. 

 

I’m going to close with words from St Patrick’s Breastplate which capture this well: 

Christ be with me, Christ within me, 

Christ behind me, Christ before me, 

Christ beside me, Christ to win me, 

Christ to comfort and restore me. 

Christ beneath me, Christ above me, 

Christ in quiet, Christ in danger, 

Christ in hearts of all that love me, 

Christ in mouth of friend and stranger. 

Amen.
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Prayers 

Lord as we come to you in prayer, we thank 

you that you have promised that you will 

never leave us. We see you all around us in 

the love shown by people to one another. 

 

Christ, be with us, Christ before us, Christ 

behind us, 

Christ in us, Christ beneath us, Christ above 

us, 

 

We thank you  

for the health workers tending the seriously ill 

for the scientists working on a vaccination  

for the researchers analysing data and 

identifying trends 

for the media outlets working to 

communicate reality 

for the supermarket workers, hygiene and 

sanitation providers 

for the good news stories of recoveries and 

effective planning 

for the singing from balconies by locked-

down communities 

for the recognition that isolation doesn’t 

need to mean loneliness 

for the notes through letterboxes offering 

help and support  

for the internet and telephones and 

technology that connects 

for the awakened appreciation of what is 

truly important 

 

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Christ on our right, Christ on our left, Christ 

where we lie, Christ where we sit, 

Christ where we arise, Christ in the heart of 

every man who thinks of us, 

 

We pray for those who are unwell, especially 

remembering Phil Medway and Sally Stubbs,  

for those concerned for loved ones 

for those who were already very anxious 

for those immune suppressed or 

compromised 

for those vulnerable because of underlying 

conditions 

for those in the ‘most at risk to coronavirus’ 

categories 

for those watching their entire income 

stream dry up 

for those who have no choice but to go out to 

work 

for those who are afraid to be at home  

for those who are more lonely than they've 

ever been 

for those who are bereaved and grieving,  

especially remembering the families of Simon 

Goldsmith and Mike Buswell. 

God be their healer, comfort and protection, 

be their strength, shield and provision 

be their security, safety and close companion 

 

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Christ in the mouth of every man who speaks 

of us, 

Christ in every eye that sees us, Christ in 

every ear that hears us. 

 

And raise up your Church 

to be your well-washed hands and faithful 

feet  

to be present to the pain 

to respond with love in action 

if even from a safe distance. 

  

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

We join together in the prayer that our 

Saviour taught us: 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; 

thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, the power and the 

glory, for ever and ever.  Amen. 


