
Readings, reflection and prayers for Trinity 7, Sunday 26 July 2020 
 
R e a d i n g s  
 

 Romans 8.26-39  

26 Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do 
not know how to pray as we ought, but that very Spirit 
intercedes with sighs too deep for words. 27 And God, who 
searches the heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, 
because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to 
the will of God.  
28 We know that all things work together for good for 
those who love God, who are called according to his 
purpose. 29 For those whom he foreknew he also 
predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in 
order that he might be the firstborn within a large family. 
30 And those whom he predestined he also called; and 
those whom he called he also justified; and those whom 
he justified he also glorified.  
31 What then are we to say about these things? If God is 
for us, who is against us? 32 He who did not withhold his 
own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not with him 
also give us everything else? 33 Who will bring any charge 
against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 34 Who is to 
condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, 
who is at the right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for 
us. 35 Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will 
hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or 
nakedness, or peril, or sword? 36 As it is written, ‘For your 
sake we are being killed all day long; we are accounted as 
sheep to be slaughtered.’  
37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors 
through him who loved us. 38 For I am convinced that 
neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things 
present, nor things to come, nor powers, 39 nor height, nor 
depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.  

Matthew 13.31-33,44-52  

31 He put before them another parable: ‘The 
kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed that 
someone took and sowed in his field; 32 it is the 
smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is 
the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that 
the birds of the air come and make nests in its 
branches.’  
33 He told them another parable: ‘The kingdom of 
heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed in 
with three measures of flour until all of it was 
leavened.’  
44 ‘The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in 
a field, which someone found and hid; then in his joy 
he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. 
45 ‘Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant 
in search of fine pearls; 46 on finding one pearl of 
great value, he went and sold all that he had and 
bought it. 47 ‘Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a 
net that was thrown into the sea and caught fish of 
every kind; 48 when it was full, they drew it ashore, 
sat down, and put the good into baskets but threw 
out the bad. 49 So it will be at the end of the age. The 
angels will come out and separate the evil from the 
righteous 50 and throw them into the furnace of fire, 
where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.  
51 ‘Have you understood all this?’ They answered, 
‘Yes.’  
52 And he said to them, ‘Therefore every scribe who 
has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like 
the master of a household who brings out of his 
treasure what is new and what is old.’  

 
 
R e f l e c t i o n  
 
From today’s reading from Romans:  
 
“For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, not things to come, nor 
powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in 
Christ Jesus our Lord.”  
 
The week we have just lived through has been a bit of a roller coaster.  
 
On Monday we heard the promising news that the Covid vaccine developed just up the road in Oxford had generated 
both antibodies and T cells in human subjects.  
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The next day we heard the Emeritus Professor of Medicine at Oxford, Sir John Bell, letting us know that Covid will not 
be gone by Christmas, that we are going to have to learn to live with it for years and that any immunity from a 
vaccine is likely to last only months.  
 
On the same day we heard the eminent science journalist, Laurie Garret, author of a prophetic book in 1995 “The 
Coming Plague”, saying that the world as we knew it in 2019 had gone forever and will never come back.  
 
And all this without referring to the massive rise in cases in many parts of the world, more now than ever before, and 
the tacit declaration of new cold wars with Russia and China.  
 
In our own villages we had the funeral of a farmer with a young family, tragically killed in a farming accident.  
 
In a week like this, where can we find hope?  
 
I am reminded of Jesus’s words in John’s gospel and am tempted to repeat his words: “I still have many things to say 
to you, but you cannot bear them now.”  
 
So it was a joy when I came to look at the readings for today and discovered afresh the eternal truth that God, even 
when we may only sense his absence, does indeed carry on loving us and being with us as the source of all hope. 
 
It is easy to say the words but perhaps not quite so easy to feel them or indeed believe them. Yet, at many points in 
our lives – and perhaps especially in times of real crisis – hope can be the lifeline which gives us the ability to survive.  
 
Last weekend I cuddled my 9 and 6 year old grandchildren for the first time in 4 months. It was perhaps an act of 
stupidity or maybe an act of courage. I’m still working out which!  I just know that I saw the look on my 
granddaughter’s face and knew that she (and I!) needed to have a cuddle.  
 
She needed to feel that there was hope that we could find a way through all this.  
 
In these difficult and dark days I want to suggest that we try to seek out the hope which God gives us freely.  As false 
hopes come and go, as nations seem determined to make wars of one kind or another against each other, where can 
we, as people of faith, rediscover hope?  
 
I don’t know about you but I often feel ground down by it all.  I don’t want, for a moment, to deny the gravity of the 
situation we find ourselves in or the very real suffering of so many people in all kinds of ways, but we all need hope, 
just as our granddaughter needed a cuddle from Philippa and me.  
 
In today’s reading from Romans, Paul takes us straight back to the passion, crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus: “if 
God is for us, who can be against us?”  He did not withhold his only son but gave him up for all of us... and Paul asks 
the question: “Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress or persecutions or famine or 
nakedness, or peril or sword?”   
 
His answer is clear. “No.  For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor 
things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from 
the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord’.  
 
We are living in a time of great uncertainty, probably greater than any of us have seen in our lifetimes. I want to 
suggest that in times like this,  we can see, if we care to look, the steadfast, yet probably more hidden glimmer of 
light and hope that God has given us in the gift of his Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ, source of all hope and light.  
 
If you find your tanks are begin to run empty of hope, read these few verses again. Romans 8.38:   
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‘For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor 
powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in 
Christ Jesus our Lord.’                                   Amen. 
 
 
 
 
P r a y e r s  
 
Heavenly father, help us through your Spirit to know 
how to pray.   
 
In our turbulent world – where fractious, posturing 
nations are locked into nationalist points of view – 
where many are fearful, full of grievances and 
fighting – we pray that hope, like light that shines 
through dark clouds, will come in our world, in signs 
of listening, calm, thoughtfulness, cooperation and 
trust.  
 
We pray for leaders of integrity who seek the good of 
all. 
 

Lord in your mercy          Hear our prayer. 
 
 
As this pernicious disease, like a spider’s web, 
spreads over the surface of our world, causing huge 
change, uncertainties, confusion, distress for 
individuals – some with much more work and some 
with none – we pray that your hope will bring change 
and, like yeast, will act in the development of 
treatments and vaccines. 
 
We pray for a new forbearance with one another, a 
greater compassion and love for our neighbours, new 
perspectives to care for the vulnerable in our world. 
 
We give thanks for the signs of hope we see and 
sense, in the beauty around us and the steadfast 
flowering and abundance of nature. 
 

Lord in your mercy          Hear our prayer. 
 
 
Heavenly father, we pray for our community: 
     for those who have lost loved ones, who are 
grieving and reeling from imponderable loss close to 
our homes 
     for the sick, struggling with life, where hope seems 
extinguished, and every day and moment is hard  
     for those who can feel overwhelmed as they face 
multiple challenges.  

 
We pray for strength for them to bear their 
sufferings.   
 
We pray particularly for any we hold in our hearts 
today. 
 
As each new day dawns, we give thanks for the 
possibilities that lie before us. 
 
We pray for your hope, and the gift of faith, springing 
from you, the source of all goodness and love, that 
hope might, like the mustard seed, grow in our hearts 
–  there all the time, growing and growing, until it 
becomes a sturdy tree of life and joy, when there will 
be fullness of life for all, with nothing separating us 
from your glorious love. 
 

Lord in your mercy          Hear our prayer. 
 
 
Let us join together in the prayer that our Lord taught 
us: 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 


