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Readings 

 

Romans 12. 9-21 

 
9 Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to 

what is good; 10 love one another with mutual 

affection; outdo one another in showing honour. 
11 Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the 

Lord. 12 Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, 

persevere in prayer. 13 Contribute to the needs of 

the saints; extend hospitality to strangers. 14 Bless 

those who persecute you; bless and do not curse 

them. 15 Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with 

those who weep. 16 Live in harmony with one 

another; do not be haughty, but associate with the 

lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you are. 17 Do 

not repay anyone evil for evil, but take thought for 

what is noble in the sight of all. 18 If it is possible, 

so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. 
19 Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave 

room for the wrath of God; for it is written, 

‘Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.’ 20 

No, ‘if your enemies are hungry, feed them; if they 

are thirsty, give them something to drink; for by 

doing this you will heap burning coals on their 

heads.’ 21 Do not be overcome by evil, but 

overcome evil with good. 

 

Matthew 16.21-28 

 

21 From that time on, Jesus began to show his 

disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and 

undergo great suffering at the hands of the elders 

and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on 

the third day be raised. 22 And Peter took him aside 

and began to rebuke him, saying, ‘God forbid it, 

Lord! This must never happen to you.’ 23 But he 

turned and said to Peter, ‘Get behind me, Satan! 

You are a stumbling-block to me; for you are 

setting your mind not on divine things but on 

human things.’ 24 Then Jesus told his disciples, ‘If 

any want to become my followers, let them deny 

themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 
25 For those who want to save their life will lose it, 

and those who lose their life for my sake will find 

it. 26 For what will it profit them if they gain the 

whole world but forfeit their life? Or what will they 

give in return for their life? 27 ‘For the Son of Man 

is to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, 

and then he will repay everyone for what has been 

done. 28 Truly I tell you, there are some standing 

here who will not taste death before they see the 

Son of Man coming in his kingdom.’  

 

 

Reflection 

 

The theme of ‘relationships’ runs through both of today’s readings.  In Romans chapter 12 it’s all about 

relationships within the Church community, while the passage from Matthew shows a pivotal moment in 

Jesus’ life, through the lens of the relationship which he had with Peter.  And that’s the reading I’m going to 

take a look at now. 

 

Rather than focus on the content of the exchange between them which we just heard about, I’d like to 

consider the relationship itself.  I wonder how we might we describe it?  Well, aside from being 

teacher/disciple it was also a great friendship.  In everyday language, maybe we could even get away with 

describing them as really good mates.  Can’t you just imagine them out on the road together, covered in 

dust, complaining about the heat, and in between the seriousness of the mission, having moments when 

they talked about their interests, shared a joke, did what people do when they have a solid friendship? 

 

Peter knew Jesus as well as anybody.  Had we picked the story up a little earlier, we would have heard Jesus 

ask his disciples who they thought he was – and it was Peter who jumped in with the answer that he was 

‘the Messiah, the Son of the living God.’  You’ll remember that Jesus responded by telling Peter he was 

blessed because this had been revealed to him.  Jesus then named Peter as “The Rock” upon which he 

would build his church.  What a fantastic moment of affirmation for him. 
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Straight after that is the point at which our reading began today.  Jesus chose to confide in Peter and the 

other disciples concerning what lay ahead of him in Jerusalem.  He needed to prepare them, but we can 

also sense that Jesus might also have felt the very human need for friendship – the desire to talk to, or 

share with, his friends.  At that moment, Peter was there. 

 

It must have been incredibly difficult for Jesus, articulating what he knew about his forthcoming suffering 

and death.  It would have been one of those moments where hearing your own words makes something 

sound even more real than while it remains locked up safely inside your own head. 

 

Poor Peter – he wasn’t prepared for it at all, and can’t have had any idea how to respond – how could he?  

So he tried, no doubt with the best of intentions, to make things better, to make the conversation 

disappear, steering Jesus away from his proposed course. 

 

But that was not the right response.  In fact, he got things very wrong.  And because of it, he heard the 

words: “Get behind me Satan”, and was also called “a stumbling block”!  Peter must have been propelled 

from the heights of getting it all so right, having identified Jesus as Messiah, down to the depths. 

 

But from Peter’s perspective, Jesus’ reaction would have been incomprehensible.  How could he, Peter, 

have begun to absorb what was being said?  Was suffering and death really where his closest friend, Jesus 

was heading?  Could true discipleship really mean taking up the cross?  The idea must have been too 

painful even to entertain.  And so the two of them, close as they were, for that moment stood poles apart.  

Jesus understood Peter perfectly.  Peter, however, was having a very hard time understanding Jesus.  

Complicated things, relationships. 

 

Even in the ordinariness of our lives, we know it’s possible that the best of friends sometimes 

misunderstand each other.  It’s very human that we fail to pick up on the right cues, or we stumble over 

finding the perfect words to meet a need, only to make something worse in the process.  These things are 

not confined to Peter’s experience – we’ve all been there. 

 

What a relief to know that in our relationship with God, even in the times we feel confused about where he 

is leading, and the times we know we don’t understand him straight away, we ourselves rest in the 

knowledge that we are always completely understood. 

 

That’s why being honest when we pray is always the right thing to do, because we’re confident that this 

relationship is the one place where we can be ourselves, say what’s on our minds, even if it isn’t particularly 

well thought through, and take the risk of getting it all wrong, just like Peter did.  Our faith is lived within 

the context of the closest of relationships – a place where, above all others, we are accepted for who we 

really are: our reactions, our triumphs, those moments which are not our finest.   

 

Those of us who were taken to church when we were small, probably sang about Jesus being a friend for 

little children, above the bright blue sky. (With the help of a good Sunday school teacher, hopefully we were 

also taught he’s everywhere else too!)  That sort of childhood teaching might even have been the starting 

point for a life-long relationship with Jesus as friend and saviour. 

 

Maybe that’s the case for you, or perhaps you found faith later in life.  But wherever it began, it’s the most 

amazing gift, to speak in terms of having a friendship with our Lord.  And we thank him for it.   

 

Amen. 
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Prayers 

 

Heavenly Father, today is your day, and we come 

again into your holy presence.   

 

In the quietness of this moment, help us to 

recognise you above all else: your greatness, and 

the huge gift of love you have given us in your Son 

Jesus Christ.   

 

Your ways are just and true, and your love for each 

one of us is unconditional so Father fill us with 

your Spirit which brings renewal and joy, and help 

us never to forget our need of you.  

 

In this last week Father, there may have been 

moments when we have let you down, when life 

has been difficult; when our actions have been 

hasty; when we have lost patience; when we have 

spoken unkind words to someone; when our lives 

have been far too busy and we have ignored the 

interruptions of those in need.  We are sorry and 

ask for your forgiveness.  Protect us from our own 

careless thoughts and actions.  You know all about 

our difficulties and so, in our busyness, we ask that 

you will help us to take time just to pause a while, 

and to seek your guidance and help, to turn us 

from any attitudes and actions that displease you.  

 

We bring to you in prayer our Queen and Royal 

Family, and the men and women who represent us 

in government, asking that they may govern our 

country with wisdom and understanding for the 

good of all the people.  Encourage us to pray for 

them daily as they face unique and challenging 

decisions.  

 

We bring before you the Church and all who hold 

office; we pray for Jane our minister, and thank 

you for her.  We thank you for all who have been 

called to lead others into the way of truth and to a 

deeper walk with God.  May they be faithful 

shepherds of the flock, as they seek to serve you 

day by day. 

 

We pray for our world, where there is war, famine 

and devastation; where lives and families are 

being torn apart.  In such desperate situations we 

find ourselves helpless, feeling there is nothing we 

can do.  But we can pray, so encourage us forever 

to remember what a gift it is to bring our concerns 

for our world to you in prayer,  together with the 

needs in our own country.  

 

We think of Polly and people she ministers to on a 

daily basis here in Banbury.  Bless her, Father, as 

she follows your call to love and care for those in 

need.  May we each endeavour to make a 

difference, just where you have placed us. 

 

Father of all mercies and giver of comfort, we pray 

for those who are sick; those who mourn; those 

whose lives are shadowed by suffering, whose 

sickness has no cure; for the sad and the lonely.  

We remember now in our hearts those known to 

us personally who need our loving prayerful 

support. 

 

Lastly we pray for ourselves, our families and 

friends, for safety, and your powerful presence in 

our lives.  As we start each new day this week 

Father, may we remember that we belong to you, 

that we are your representatives here on earth.  

Shine your light on us, and help us daily to follow 

Christ’s example, so that we may reflect your love, 

peace and hope to those we meet each day, in a 

world that desperately needs your presence and 

healing. 

 

Our Father… 


