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R e a d i n g s  f o r  S u n d a y  1 6  A u g u s t  

 

Romans 11.1-2a, 29-32 

11 I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no 

means! I myself am an Israelite, a descendant of 

Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin. 2 God 

has not rejected his people whom he foreknew. Do 

you not know what the scripture says of Elijah, how 

he pleads with God against Israel? 29 for the gifts and 

the calling of God are irrevocable. 30 Just as you were 

once disobedient to God but have now received 

mercy because of their disobedience, 31 so they have 

now been disobedient in order that, by the mercy 

shown to you, they too may now receive mercy. 32 

For God has imprisoned all in disobedience so that 

he may be merciful to all.  

 

Matthew 15.10-28 

10 Then he called the crowd to him and said to them, 

‘Listen and understand: 11 it is not what goes into the 

mouth that defiles a person, but it is what comes out 

of the mouth that defiles.’ 12 Then the disciples 

approached and said to him, ‘Do you know that the 

Pharisees took offence when they heard what you 

said?’ 13 He answered, ‘Every plant that my heavenly 

Father has not planted will be uprooted. 14 Let them 

alone; they are blind guides of the blind. And if one 

blind person guides another, both will fall into a pit.’ 
15 But Peter said to him, ‘Explain this parable to us.’ 16 

Then he said, ‘Are you also still without 

understanding? 17 Do you not see that whatever goes 

into the mouth enters the stomach, and goes out 

into the sewer? 18 But what comes out of the mouth 

proceeds from the heart, and this is what defiles. 19 

For out of the heart come evil intentions, murder, 

adultery, fornication, theft, false witness, slander. 20 

These are what defile a person, but to eat with 

unwashed hands does not defile.’  

21 Jesus left that place and went away to the district 

of Tyre and Sidon. 22 Just then a Canaanite woman 

from that region came out and started shouting, 

‘Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter 

is tormented by a demon.’ 23 But he did not answer 

her at all. And his disciples came and urged him, 

saying, ‘Send her away, for she keeps shouting after 

us.’ 24 He answered, ‘I was sent only to the lost sheep 

of the house of Israel.’ 25 But she came and knelt 

before him, saying, ‘Lord, help me.’ 26 He answered, 

‘It is not fair to take the children’s food and throw it 

to the dogs.’ 27 She said, ‘Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs 

eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.’ 28 

Then Jesus answered her, ‘Woman, great is your 

faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.’ And her 

daughter was healed instantly. 

 

 

 

R e f l e c t i o n  

 

Aim: To restate the security of Gods promise to all people. 

 

Could all the gentlemen give me a wave.   Thank you so much. [Dance !!]  

 

All those who were not men were excluded from the wave and immediately there was a ‘Them and Us’ situation.  Some 

are in and some are out of the group. 

 

Paul did not found any of the Christian groups in Rome, but he heard of them and wanted to meet them.  So, he wrote a 

letter explaining his position and the outline of the faith he preached.   

 

The main division that had occurred between the Christians in Rome, was the Jewish  and Gentile Christians. In chapter 

11.v1 Paul asks a typical Q that required a negative response.  “Has God totally rejected and disowned His people? NO, 

he responds, and then gives his own example of being a devout Jew of the tribe of Benjamin. NO! God chose them from 

the beginning and God NEVER goes back on a promise. 
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Then he carries on to show how both groups are dependent on each other to grow and share in the Grace of God.  In v 29 

he is emphatic in declaring that God does not take back His gifts.  They are “IRREVOCABLE”.  They are pledged to all who 

believe in His son Jesus Christ. ALL people are destined to be imprisoned by sin, but Hs plan is to show His Love and 

kindness to them all. 

 

This is revealed clearly in the Gospel reading of the Canaanite women.  She put her faith in Jesus and was rewarded for 

her tenacity.  In sharp contrast to the experts, the Pharisees who were dismissed as being blinded to the truth.   

 

This tunnel vision not only prevents them from seeing Jesus for who he is, but is also creating obstacles for others.  

Whereas the gentile woman showed faith, perseverance, trust and hope, even in the face of opposition. and difficulty!!  

She is an example to build the faith in others.  God’s love is seen as being extended to all 

 

How much love and faith do we have in God and His Son Jesus?  How will it be shown by what we do and how we live our 

lives day by day?  Not just by what we say, but by the way we respond and ACT,  as a response to the Love of a God,  who 

NEVER goes back on His word. 

 

Paul closes this section of his letter with a Doxology which I would like to read to you now; 

 

God’s wisdom and knowledge are very wonderful! 

We can never understand His judgements. 

And we can never find out His ways. 

Nobody can ever know what is in the mind of the Lord. 

Nobody can ever give advice to Him 

Nobody has ever given anything to God, 

So that God has to pay him back. 

All things come from God.  

Everything  exists by Him and for Him. 

We should always give the “Glory to God”.   

 

Amen. 

 

 

 

P r a y e r s  

 

Creator God, you have made our world beautiful and 

we damage it in so many ways.  At this time of great 

anxiety and crisis, our prayers seem like a shopping list. 

Father, we hold in our hearts and pray for: 

The people of Beirut and the Lebanon 

The people of Belarus and all places where democracy 

is in jeopardy 

The people of the United States preparing for a 

momentous election 

For our young people, receiving exam results, 

disappointed, let down, angry and anxious, and for 

those who will make difficult decisions on their behalf. 

For those who are sick especially those hundreds and 

thousands around the world suffering from Covid 

For all those who have died as a result of this pernicious 

pandemic and in our own community for the recently 

departed  

For the gift of marriage and for those preparing to be 

married shortly 

And in a moment of quietness we bring before God 

anything that weighs on our hearts today. 

At a time when it is difficult for us to find words to pray 

we pray as Jesus himself taught and commanded us: 

Our Father… 

 


