
Easter 5 and VE Day 75 

 

Readings 

 

Zechariah 8. 3-8   

 

The prophecy of Zechariah was written in the late 5th 

century BC after the fall of Jerusalem. The prophet 

gives the exiles hope that they will one day return to 

Jerusalem and assures them of God’s continuing love 

 
3 

Thus says the Lord: I will return to Zion, and will 

dwell in the midst of Jerusalem; Jerusalem shall be 

called the faithful city, and the mountain of 

the Lord of hosts shall be called the holy mountain. 

 
4 

Thus says the Lord of hosts: Old men and old women 

shall again sit in the streets of Jerusalem, each with 

staff in hand because of their great age. 
5 

And the 

streets of the city shall be full of boys and girls playing 

in its streets.  
6 

Thus says the Lord of hosts: Even though it seems 

impossible to the remnant of this people in these 

days, should it also seem impossible to me, says 

the Lord of hosts?  
7 

Thus says the Lord of hosts: I will save my people 

from the east country and from the west 

country; 
8 

and I will bring them to live in Jerusalem. 

They shall be my people and I will be their God, in 

faithfulness and in righteousness. 

 

John 14:1-14   

 

14  ‘Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in 

God, believe also in me. 
2
In my Father’s house there 

are many dwelling-places. If it were not so, would I 

have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? 
3
And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come 

again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, 

there you may be also. 
4
And you know the way to the 

place where I am going.’ 
5
Thomas said to him, ‘Lord, 

we do not know where you are going. How can we 

know the way?’ 
6
Jesus said to him, ‘I am the way, and 

the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father 

except through me. 
7
If you know me, you will know 

my Father also. From now on you do know him and 

have seen him.’  

8 Philip said to him, ‘Lord, show us the Father, and we 

will be satisfied.’ 
9
Jesus said to him, ‘Have I been with 

you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? 

Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can 

you say, “Show us the Father”? 
10

Do you not believe 

that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The 

words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but 

the Father who dwells in me does his works. 
11

Believe 

me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; but 

if you do not, then believe me because of the works 

themselves. 
12

Very truly, I tell you, the one who 

believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in 

fact, will do greater works than these, because I am 

going to the Father. 
13

I will do whatever you ask in my 

name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 
14

If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it.  

 

 

Reflection – The Revd David Jackson 

 

“…and the streets of the City shall be full of boys and girls playing” 

 

There is a paradox about celebrating the 75th anniversary of VE Day and the situation in which we currently 

find ourselves.   

 

We, in our day, find ourselves fighting a battle, different but very challenging. 

 

The ‘enemy’ is invisible except when it has already invaded its human host  but many of the consequences have 

deep resonance with the trials which my parents and many of our forebears endured. 

 

Here are some similarities: There is the lack of contact with loved ones, separation, the halting of normal 

activities, like going to church or having a cup of coffee with a friend, which give us refreshment and energy. 

Our communities are disrupted, our way of life feels almost unrecognisable and the very real possibility of 

death, casts a much darker shadow than ever before in our lifetime. We sense a deep loss of security in so 

many ways, we are fearful, anxious. If we’re honest, it’s all rather horrible, though, of course, there are 

consolations to be found, especially in this beautiful part of the world where we are blessed to live. 



 

As in time of war, we are being tested…The Chinese word for Crisis is made up of two separate characters, fear 

and opportunity – a kind of message perhaps not to waste a good crisis. 

 

Perhaps at this point in time, we feel a bit like people must have felt in 1945 before the end of 6 long years of 

hostilities… longing, as we heard in our bible reading, for a new Jerusalem, that old men and old women shall 

again sit in the streets of Jerusalem-  and yes, even with their walking sticks!…we long for the streets of the city 

to be full of boys and girls playing. 

 

Today, quite properly, we remember with thanksgiving those who gave up so much, that we could have peace 

following two terrible world wars. However, in our own crisis, we cannot remember them without thinking of 

those who battle on our behalf today, the people of all races and creeds who have died helping others in our 

hospitals and care homes and in so many other ways, hospital chaplains, porters, cleaners, bus drivers, 

undertakers, school  teachers, postal and supermarket workers, those who make deliveries possible and so 

many others whose heroism is unsung. And we long for that joyful release which people experienced in 1945 

when Winston Churchill announced the peace, a time when, literally, boys and girls went dancing in the streets, 

including two young princesses, one of whom has been our Queen for almost all the years since the end of that 

war. We long for the time when we will be able to celebrate an end to this crisis. 

 

It will, we know, come slowly, over weeks, months and years …but today’s reading, from the prophet Zechariah, 

might help us to hold onto the truth of the gospel - that God is with us always, even to the end of the age. In 

this time of crisis, there is an opportunity to renew our relationship with God. Maybe we might take the 

opportunity to listen more carefully to what God’s vision is for the future. Time to decide what really matters. 

To quote Monty Python - to re-assess what is ‘The Meaning of Life’. 

 

The Military Historian, Max Hastings,  in a piece in Friday’s Times, headed “The Joy of VE Day masked a hunger 

for Change” writes elegantly about how this crisis will almost certainly do the same. He also suggests similarities 

between the war and our present crisis in that the burden falls mainly on the young. That statement may 

surprise you. I can almost hear the sound of eyebrows raising! Older people certainly bear a greater chance of 

death. The young are, we know, less likely to die from Covid but they will for a generation or more bear heavily 

the brutal economic cost. Secondly he argues that, as after the two world wars of the last century, there will be 

the unleashing of demands for social, political and economic reform unprecedented in our memories. 

 

The Church, with the central commandment to love one another as God loves us, and its explicit bias to the 

poor and less privileged, will need to brace itself to be prophetic in this ensuing national debate and we will all 

have a part to play. Time then to face the truth about our living and our dying just as our parents and forbears 

had to do in the two world wars. Brought up sharp by the situation in which they found themselves, we in our 

time, brought up sharp by our own crisis, might discover a moment of truth and honesty about our living and 

dying and are empowered to do that by the love of a faithful and steadfast God, who really wants us to hear the 

streets once again, full of boys and girls playing but also calls us to the challenge and prophecy as we look to the 

future. 

 

So today we give hearty thanks for what has, with some notable and terrible exceptions, been an unbroken 

peace in Europe these last 75 years. We give thanks for those who made it possible, even by the giving of their 

very lives, and let us be encouraged by the amazing truth that God did not leave us comfortless then and will 

not leave us comfortless now, and that in the fullness of time and in God’s time, we shall all find peace in the 

heavenly Jerusalem. For God’s sake: Let’s not waste the crisis.                    Amen. 

 

 

 



Prayers 

Lord our God, we have much for which to give thanks – 

all that is good in our lives and in our world. 

But we also have concerns to bring to you,  

including those concerning the coronavirus pandemic. 

 

We ask your protection for all who work on the frontline; 

your comfort for the sick and those who are anxious about them; 

your wisdom for all working on developing tests and a vaccine; 

and strength for our leaders as they guide us through. 

 

Lord hear us:  Lord, graciously hear us. 

 

On this weekend which marks the 75
th

 anniversary of VE Day, 

we celebrate the gift of peace. 

We hold before you all who have died in active service, 

especially those whose sacrifice brought Victory in Europe.   

As we honour their memory, we thank you for their tremendous gifts to us, 

and we offer you our future, asking your blessing on it. 

 

Lord hear us:  Lord, graciously hear us. 

 

A collect for peace: 

Almighty God, from whom all thoughts of truth and peace proceed: 

kindle in the hearts of all people the true love of peace; 

and guide with your pure and peaceable wisdom 

those who take counsel for the nations of the earth; 

that in tranquillity your kingdom may go forward, 

till the earth is filled with the knowledge of your love, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

We pray for everyone known to us who unwell at the moment, among them … 

And we pause to remember others known to us in need of our prayers, 

asking that you extend your healing touch to them all. 

 

Lord hear us:  Lord, graciously hear us. 

 

And we pray for all who have died, especially … 

May they rest in the peace of Christ. 

We pray too for their families and friends at this time of loss, 

that they will know the comfort of your closeness with them. 

 

Lord hear us:  Lord, graciously hear us. 

 

And now we draw our prayers together in the words our Lord himself taught us: 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 


